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troverſy of t hir Sort I utterly àbhor: But 
when a Man's 9zvz moral Character, or the 
Reputation and Uſefulneſs of ozhers are o- 


FT his being the preſent Caſe, though I 87 


— 


4 


SEIT HER my Inelinations, nor iny Capa- 
city ever deſigned me for an Author. Con- 


iſreſpe#t to bis Petſon 
e or 


* 1 
= ' 
vg 


take Occaſion from then 


Farther, That herein he ſhould deſcend ſo low, as to relate 


ing part of Mankind eg ye influenced by them. This him- 
? 


other Places. My chief, though not only Concern,” is with 


(4) 

or Miniſtry, ſhould make ſo very free with others Characters, 
and indulge himſelf in ſuch ſcarrilous Language f, ſuch an 
aſſuming Stile, and ſuch groſs Miſrepreſentatious, which run 
through his whole Narrative. I believe his only Son, upon a 
View of his Father's Conduct, will. ſcarce think himſelf 
anſwerable for his M:/takes, or thank him for that Part of 

Nor is it leſs ſurpriſing, that Mr. Reynolds, inſtead of an- 
ſwering Mr. Browne, in the p1oſt material parts of the Ar- 
gument, ſhould fix on two” or three Paſlages only, and 
to purſue his groundleſt Reſent- 


ments againſt Others. 


many very zr:fling Stories; too mean, I aflure him, for my No- 
tice; one would have thought for his alſo, unleſs they were 
deſigned in favour of his Bookſeller. A Man muſt have a a 
coniiderableStfare of Vanity to imagine, manyof the think- 
ſelf ſeems apptehenſive of, by his ſalemn and frequent A, 
ſeverations and Appeals to the Almighty; which, in my Opi- 
nion, are of no Advantage to an Argument. 

And I ſhould, I confeſs, havethought Silence the beſt An- 
ſwer to all the reſt, were it not for wo principal Charges ex- 
hibited againſt me, in plain and poſitive Terms, viz. _ 

1. That the Letters tefer*d to: (p. 1 3) occaſioned a Confe- 
reuce between himſelf and Mr. James Read, and laid the 
Foundation of that Difference, which afterwards follow- 
ed. And | 

2. Mr. Reynolds juſtifies his late Proceedings againſt Mr. 
Read, by pleading Self-defence from certain Confederacies 
and Cabals, actually formed againſt him; (p. 70.) and many 


theſe ; zo flight his Wit, and his contemptuous Mein, and 
Zo ſee what he has of Truth or Argument on his fide, which, 
hen examined into, is but of ſmall Account. Herein I ex- 
pect more Candour from the impartial World, agreeable to 
my Sphere and Station in it, than I have had from him. 
But, before I examine the Foundation of theſe Charges, I 
ſhall tranſcribe the Letters that paſſed between us; and let 
the Reader into the Occaſion of my writing them, which 
was as follows. 35 | dt, 


_—_— 
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About - 


E 
About the ſame Time Mr. Reynolds mentions; I overtook: 
him near the Exchange, and in the molt reſpectful manner 
ask 'd him how he did; having told me, he prevented an im- 


mediate parting, by deſiring to talk with me. As we-walk- 


ed along the Street, he thus applies to me: Mr. Hawkins, 
J obſerve you FREQUENT LY abſent your ſelf from ] 
Miniſtry: Du CONSTANTLY hear Mr. Read; why 
ſhould yon not AS CONSTANTLY hear me? I preach 
the ſame Doctrine I uſed to do; you can come in th Morn 
ing, why can't you come in the Afternoon ? It will not be ex- 
pected, at this diſtance of Time, I ſhould remember every 
Word, however, this was the Seuſe and Subſtance. = 
Iconfeſs, I was not a little ſtartled, not expecting to hear 


any more upon zhis Subject, having ſeveral Years (even be- 


fore the Difference at Salter's-Hall) fully given him my 
Reaſons for this Practice; what I thought very ſubſtantial, 
and will be ſeen by-and by. And I was the more ſurpriſed; 
becauſe the Accent of his Voice, and Way- of Exprefſi- 
on were ſomewhat peculiar. Mr. Reynolds preſt me to 
give him an Anſwer: But I thought the Street a very impro- 
per Place to enter upon a Subject, I knew could not pre- 


llently bediſiniſs'd; and being in great Haſte on urgent Bu- 


ſineſs, I made no Reply, beſides the uſual parting Saluta- 
tion, but determined to ſend. him the. Anſwer. in wrizing; 
becauſe I could, in that Way, with more Freedom and Un- 
reſervedneſs communicate my Sentiments, without the 
Reſtraint of a Converſation, Viva Voce; having in Memo- 

Ty the rough Treatment I received upon another Occaſon. 
And, beſides: giving a direct Anſwer to this Queſtion, I 


Was willing to improve this Opportunity which fairly: pre- | 
ſented it ſelf, to do Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Read, and the So- 


ciety, to which I ſtood many Years related, a piece of Ser- 
vice: For, ſeveral Gentlemen, who had. occaſionally attended 


at the Weigh-Houſe, had in my hearing, in the publick Cof- 


fee-Houſes, ſpoke more hardly of Mr. Reynolds than I think 
decent here to mention, becauſe of many Refledioms. am bis 


Non: ſubſcribing Brethren, and unguarded Expreſſions\ which 


dropt from him in the Pulpit. And, by tranſient Converſa- 


tions, I found ſome even among his own People alſo, with 
whom I had contracted an intimate Acquaintance, and who 
yet approved of his Subſcribing at Salter's-Hall, as well as 
ſell, were not a little digull | 
that this tended to prejudice Mr. Read's Uſefulneſs; that 
the Pulpit was a very unfit Place for ſuch ſort of Work ; 
that as he alſo was our Miniſter, their different Conduct at 
 Saker's-Hall ought never to be mentioned in publick by 


ed at the ſame; apprehending, 


Either 


either of them; that as Mr. Read had ſufficiently and clearly 
_ expreſs'd his Opinion upon the Doctrine of the Trinity, both 
in his Prayers and Sermons, it had the Appearance of ill 
| Temper to trouble us upon that Topick; eſpecially, ſince 
Mr. Read was altogether ſilent. On the other Hand, theſe 
ö Reflections, & c. occaſioned others to ſuſpe& that Mr. Read's 
refuſing to ſubſcribe the Roll, was a ſufficient Proof of his 
being an Arian. Laſtly, I thought it very unpleaſant to 
hear Damnation pronounced againit all thoſe, whoſe Ideas of 
our Saviour's Divinity do not exactly agree with Mr. Rey- 
voldt or my own. ee 4 Ge e 
For theſe Reaſons, as it was a Doubt with me, whether 
any had been ſo faithful to repreſent this Affair to him, I 
reſolved now to do it my ſelf, having a Right by vertue 
of the Relation I had, for ſlteen Years, ſtood in to that Peo- 
ple. Accordingly, in the moſt private manner, without 
conſulting Mr. Read, or any one elle, which, all Circum- 
ſtances conſidered, was moſt fit, and the moſt probable 
Means of obtaining its End (ſo far was it from a Cabal or 
Confederacy) I wrote the firſt Letter; in which, to pre- 
vent any Suſpicion that what I did was the Effect of Prejr- 
drce, or a Mind tinctured with Error, I not only declared, 
voluntarily, my own Belief of the Doctrine, but my Approba- 
zion of the Subſcription it ſelf; aſſuring him at the ſame I im 
in as ſtrong Terms as I could think on, of the Eiteeman 
Value I yet had for him. | WOO? ©, Y1819) 
L But Mr. Reynolds was pleaſed, in his Anſwer, to petvert 
| my Deſign; contemn the Tendets of Reſpect and the Ex- 
preſſions of Eſteem, and endeavours to impoſe upon my 
Reaſon and Underſtanding; and tells me, I am going uf 
rom ibe Truth, and approaching the Enemy's' Camp; and yet 
k with a ſhew of real Affection, and Concern for the I ruth, 
and the Liberty and Rights of the People. > IDT 4 
This «nkind and unfair Treatment made a Reply weceſſary, 
which he could not but expect from me, otherwiſe than by 
| accounting me altogether ſtupid and infenfible, or incapable 
1 b N in Matters, as plain as that two and two make 
Herewith he was eos, offended at me, as too aſ- 
ere ut I am ſure, if any thing in 
my laſt Letter ſnould, at firſt View, ſeem roo harſh and ſe- 
-vere, in this, he is even with me; the Stile and Matter of 
it very much reſembling the Spirit and Genius of an infalli- 
RR aun Kis; | ; 
I ſhall now tranſcribe all the Letters; ard as a Demon- 
«tration how cautions Mr. Reynolds was, To do me uc _ 
1 arm 


3 f 
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harm than he wiſhes me, I ſhall put thoſe Parts he has omit, 


ted into Italiek Letters, which are more than two Thirds, 
Nereby ir will be found, that he has not on left out what 


was moſt in my Favoar, but the very Connection or the Rez 
lation that e e bears to another: And farther, as will 
alſo be ſhewn in its proper Place, he has made me ſay fome 
Things that are not to be found in the Letters. This 
Treatment I think is barbarozs: For, ſhould a Perſon dife 
poſed to be ludicrous, come into a Place of Publick Wor 
thip, not allowing himſelf Time or Patience to hear the 
Drift of a Diſcourſe, or the Thread of an Argument, he 
may furniſh himfelf with Matter mough, from unconnect- 


ed Paſſages, to banter and ridicule the beſt Compoſure, 


Two late Minifters often met with ſuch Uſage; but it was 
juſtly eſteemed very unfair. : 35 
However, Mr. Reynolds, in this very Article, (p. 19.) is 
ſetting Matters in their true Light, and helping the Reader ta 
form a Fudgment of his Proceedings. | ; 
Re verend Sir, | | 5 3 
IN Compliance with your Demand, I now produce one 
6 I © Reaſon of my frequent Abſence from the Weighs 


© Houſe on the Lord's-Day, or rather what obliges me, cars 


« trary to my Inclinations, to abſent from that lace, where 
formerly I conſtantly. attended with great Pleaſure and Say 
ti gfaction, and heartily wiſh I could ſtill do ſo, I mean 
Since that wicked and ſcandalous Flame broke out at 
Salters-Hall, your Mind appears ſo diſcompoſed and ruf, 
„led, fo full of angry Reſentments, as wot zo forbaar 
© throwing the Aſhes among your own People, and ſo intereſt 


them in a Quarrel, for which this Generation will be for 


© ever infamous. This you have ſometimes done in a many 
ner obvious to every Body, at others, more obliquely. by 
© Innuendoes and Inſinuations, which as really tend to diſr 
* znite them, and beget the ſame Diſcord amongſt them, as is 
* amongſt you. This is Matter of great Grief and Trouble to 
* many of us ; and what adds to the Achten is, that whilſt 


© you are rr, your ſelf in an unguarded manner againſt 
Ys 


© Error and Hereſy, you are underſtood to mean the whole 


Body of the Non- ſubſeribers, Inclufive of Mr. Read; 


* whoſe Reputation and Uſefulneſs, as a Fellomu- labeuren, tho 


| not our Paſtor, ought zo be more tenderly regarded, - This 
l 


* has greatly prejudiced his Uſefulneſs ; for to my certays 
* Knowledge you are thus underſtood, and hereby the Aﬀec- 
tions of ſome are alienated from him, and you cannot be 
ignorant who has withdrawn bis Subſcriptions from _ 


(3) 
© But was he no way affected by ſuch Refleciont, it cannot be 
© grateful to a charitable Diſpaſition, to obſerve a Mind ſo full of 
private Reſentment, incongruous to the Spirit of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and the Character of an Ambaſſador of a forgiving 
© FeſaUs. | | = | ; 
Aud. 2 I attend the ſolemu Aſſemblies, I have in View, 
© the bettering of my Temper and Spirit, and the being made 
© more fit for the Duties of the Chriſtian Life ; but, if inſtead 
& hereof, I find my Mind ruffled, and irritated with Matters 
© foreign from Religion, I think it more eligible, nay my Duty, 
© to attend elſewhere, | | 
© fraukly own, did Tfuſtain the Character of a Miniſter, 
that I ſhould have ſubſcribed : Yet, as moſt of the Nonſubſcri- 
© bers, and particularly. Mr. Read, have given undeniable 
© Proofs of their Agreement in the generally received Opinion 
© of the Trinity, though they thought it inconſiſtent with 
Prudence to ſubſcribe, they ought not, for this Refuſal, 
© to be cenſured as Arians, or as departing from the 
© Truth. This is an unwarrantable Way of contending for 
© the Truth. Aud I farther preſume to ſay, that as a Mins. | 
 fter's Uſefulneſs cannot be preſerved, whilſt the People ſuſ- 
© ped him to have fallen into erroneous Principles, it is but 
common Juſtice, when you are making a general Charge; © 
© particularly to except him, becauſe he has, in the l 
© Words, both in his Prayers and Sermons, declared his Opinion 
© agreeably to the Truth. | 
© As to my own Opinion, in that great Article of the 
© Chriſtian Faith, the real proper Divinity of Chriſt, and 
© his Equality with the Father, I firmly believe it; yet I am 
© far from thinking the Disbelief of it is damning, where 
© Prayer and Enquiry after Truth are not wanting. I find 
© nothing in Scripture that does warrant it, much to the 
© Contrary. 3 5 5 
] can produce many Witneſſes for the Eſteem and Reverence 
bad formerly, and ſtill have for your Perſon, for your 
© Works Sake, and the Benefit and Advantage I heretofore 
© recetved under your Miniſtry; and for the ſame Reaſon I 
© love and honour Mr. Read. Yon may eaſily then imagine, 
© how grievoas it muſt be to obſerve any thing occur, though 
'© accidentally and indirectly, to obſtruct his Uſefulneſs and Be 
fen his Intereſl, | 0 „ 
I heartily wiſh that an Affair, no way relating to the 
Laity, and which does neither increaſe nor diminiſh my 
Eſteem for one Miniſter or another, might no more come 
ftom the Pulpit. This will be the moſt likely Way to preſerve 
"+ the Peace of the Church, prevent Separation, and hep 7 be 
; a „ 5 i 2 5 Mouibs 


| o 
(F.Y..- ma 
© Moths of the watchſul Enemies of the Diſſenting Intereſt. 
© I have only one thing to add: Though noue are | Fries of 
* my writing, yet you may be aſſured I ſpeak the Senſe of 
a conſiderable Number of your People. I have but juſt 
| © room to ſubſcribe my ſelf, with the greateſt V. eeration, ad 


z : 


' Tour moſt obedient Servant, | 
JaMEs HAWKINS. 


March 2 3.1719. 


Mr. Hawkins, = 4 %% 1 ox acits Þ 
5 I Have thought my ſelf obliged to conſider. the Cons 
© tents of your Letter, Which contains ſeveral Charges 

« again(t me, to which I return the following Anſwer. } : 
© You know I put nothing to you by way of Demand, 
but, in the moſt tender and friendly manner, asked yow - 
the Reaſon of your /o frequent abſenting your ſelf from 
my Miniſtry, contraty to what I might expect, in Conſe- 
quence of the Relation there has been between us, for a 
Courſe of many Years. fn 80 ts + 
How wicked and ſcandalous ſoever you imagine the 
Flame to be, that broke out at Salzers-Hall, I thank God 
I am able to go as far as any in defending my ſelf from the 
Guilt of it. As to the part had in that Matter, I can refſect 
upon it with Comfort, aud doubt not the Divine Appro- 
bation, notwithſtanding the Infamy that any may brand it 
© with. I am not conſcious of bringing at any Time into 
the Pulpit, a Mind diſcompoſed and ruffled through angry? 
& 
4 
o 
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Reſentments, nor that I have delivered any thing, in rela- 

tion to the Affair you mention, with other Views than to 
awaken the Vigilance of my People againſt Error and 
© beget in them a juſt Concern for the moſt important 
Truths: And in doing this, have taben Care to recom- 
mend to them, with much Earnèſtneſs, a Spirit of Meek- 
* nefs and Charity. Ihaveever acted aMain Part, and uſed the 
*fameFreedomevery where elſe thatT havedone with myPeo- / 
plez and know not that I have ſaid any thing ſo unguard- 
not to be able, through Divine Aſſiſtance, to defend 
Rake it to be my indiſpenſible Duty to intereſt my 
ple the fide of Truth, and wiſhThad done it more; 
have uſed any indirect, or unſcriptural Methods, 
ut any unjuſt Reflections on the Nonſub- 


8 


_ © Teribing, Bretten, or particularly on Mr. Read or done 


ES... 

e Expreſs Exceptions, and the cleareſt Explications, any will 
; pervert my Words, and underſtand them in a Senſe di- 
hl, -re&ly contrary to the plaineſt Meaning, and my Intenti- 
„ on, I know not how it's poſſible for me to rectify ſuch 
Peoples Miſtakes. But I will entertain a better Opinion 
of them, and think, that if there be any ſuch, their Number 
mult be very few. I know but of one that hath withdrawn 
his Subſcription from Mr. Read, andthe Imputation you 
would fix on me, with Reference to that, is very unjuſt. 
You wrong me much by the Charge of private Reſent- 
ment, and treating of things foreign from Religion, being 
conſcious I have delivered nothing from the Pulpit, that 
does not tend to promote the proper Ends of it, nor done 
any thing that can make it your Duty to withdraw from 
my Miniſtry. | T 
What you write in Vindication of the Nonſubſcribing 
Miniſters, and particularly Mr. Read, is proper to be con- 
ſidered between us Miniſters, under the Head of Prudence; 
though had you been a Miniſter, I perceive your Prudence 
would have led you to ſubſcribe. I ſhall only ſay, you 
wrong me again, by inſinuating, as if I cenſured, him and 
all the reſt as Arians, without directing my People to 
make Differences and Exceptions, which is falſe. 

As to your ſelf, you ſay you firmly believe the real pro- 
per Divinity of Chriſt, and his Equality with the Father ; 
but then you ſeem willing I ſhould know, that you are 
far from thinking the Disbelief of it is damning ; I ſup- 
poſe you mean of a damning Nature. I do therefore ob- 
ſerve, that at the ſame Time you confeſs the Truth of 
the Doctrine, you quit the Importance of it. Do you 
think then that a Man who does not believe Jeſus Chriſt 
to have any real proper Divinity, or that he is equal with # 
the Father, is not in a dangerous Error? If you do, I dif- 
fer widely from you, and think, that in paying Worſhip to 
Chriſt, under the Notion of his having no real and proper 
Divinity, he falls under the Guilt of the heinous Sin of 
Idolatry, and muſt on that Account (if we believe the 
Scriptures) be in great Danger: And whatever be his Pre- 
tences to Prayer and Enquiry after Truth, I may leave 
that to God, and yet notwithſtanding, muſt judge him un- 

fit for Chriſtian Communion : And I think (whatever you can 

ſay to the contrary) that herein I have the whole Bible on 
my fide. This makes me very ſorry to find the ill Turn 
that has been given to your Mind by the new Notions, . 
and that you are advanced ſo far towards the Enemy's 
Camp. This I imagine is the Ground of the Diſlike you 
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have conceived, at what may have dropt from me in the 
Fü | | | 1 „ et on - 
g T thank you for any Expreſſions of your Eſteem; 
though good Mrs. Adlam formerly gave me a different Ac- 
count, and it is probable there are thoſe living that could 
confirm it; but this is not worth my enquiring after, nor 
ſhall I put you to the Trouble of calling, Witneſſes, As 
I have not been wanting in my Endeavours to deſerve my 
Peoples Love, ſo where I have it, I account it a Comfort, 
and am thankful. If any ſhall become my Enemy, for 
telling them the Truth, I muſt take it patiently, and will 
ſhew my Love to them in praying for them. 2 
© I am ſorry you think the Affair, you write about, does 
no way relate to the Laity, for which Reaſon you wiſh 
no more might come from the Pulpit concerning'it. Did 
you underſtand the Controverſy, you would be ſenſible 
it concerns them greatly, and that it is their Cauſe we are 
pleading, as well as the Cauſe of Truth; that one main part 
of the Struggle is for the Liberty, and Right which our 
People have by Scripture, and the common Principles of 
Reaſon, to be ſatisfied of the Senſe in which their Mini- 
{ters hold the Words of Scripture, touching Articles of 
Faith, and that all we have done is in order to prevent 
their being played upon by crafty Seducers, who otherwiſe 
may privily creep in among them, and deceive them; off 
which we have had but too many ſorrowful Inſtances. of 
late. If People will give up their own Right, and be led 
into dangerous Conceits, for want of due Conſideration, . 
it ſhall not be through my Means; wherefore, as I never. 
brought any thing into the Pulpit, that I did not judge it 
my Duty to ſay, ſo I ſhall till proceed, by God's Help, 
to ſerve the Cauſe of Truth, and the Souls of my Peo- 
ple, by concealing nothing from them, that I judge to be 
the Counſel and Will of God. 1 
In the cloſe of your Letter, you tell me you ſpeak the 
Senſe of a conſiderable Number of my People; if it be 
ſo, I lament it for their Sakes, for I love them, and have 
Reaſon ſo to do; but to what Cauſes this has been owing, 
God beſt knows. I am ſorry any are fallen under Mit- . 
takes, but hope it is not their general Senſe. | 
© Thus I have replied to the many . Particulars of your 
Letter; I ſhall wave making any Remarks or Obſervati- 
ons that might not be pleaſing to you. I act only in Self- 
Defence, and what I have ſaid, is, I hope, a ſufficient An- 
{wer to the many Accuſations brought againſt me. Iſhall 
only add, that it is not without juſt Concern I have ob- 
Y = | io « ſerved 
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(,13.): . 
| : ſerved your Abſence from my Miniſtry ; and it is my O- 
. Pihion;thatfor Church- Members unneceſſarily, and yolun- 
tarily to withdraw themſelves from the Inſtructions o 
their Miniſters, and ſeldom, if ever, to attend the ſame, 
except on laccamental Occafions, is walking diſorderly, 
contrary to the Rule of the Goſpel, and of an evil Ten- 
dency. I pray God you may conſider theſe things, with, 
the ſame Calmneſs of Temper, as I have writ them, and 
beg of you that you will not hereafter trouble or hinder _ 
, me in my Work, by Miſtepreſentations and groundleſs 
Charges; but if I may be ſerviceable to you, in any thing 
that may anſwer a valuable End, you know with what 
Mildneſs I have always treated you, and that with none 
- * you may make more free, than with n 
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£ Tour faithful Servant in Chriſt, and Soul's 
h Well-wijher, | 


March 25. 1720. os Tous RETNOLDS. 


Reverend Sir, 

8 [Think it not impertinent; to reply to your Anſwer, it be- 
ing apparent you think. me weak enough not to diſcern 

© your falſe Gloſſes, unfair Method of arguing, but eſpecially 
© your Self-Contradiction ; ot to inſiſt upon the Remarks and 

© Obſervations which might not be 7 te me. On ac- 

c count of theſe I believe I read it with more Temper than you 

am ſo far from thinking it a ſufficient. Anſwer, that I 
© am thereby the more confirmed in the Sentiments, I have all 
Along entertained of the late pernicious Diſputes at Salters- 
Hall: That they were more for Superiority, and whoſe , 
« Stheme- ſhould be accepted, than. for the Cauſe of Truth, 

 fipce, Mr. Reynolds in the narrow Compaſs of a Leiter can con- 
tradict himſelf, aud make uſe of the ſame.,thing to oppoſite . 
HPurpoſes. In one place you tell me, that the Affair 1 wrote . 


© far. as any. Bady, and, that. but ave! little Way, in defend- , 


— 
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8 
© many Tudiſeretions, greatly advantagions to the Enemy, and 
* 'offen/ive to the truly ſerous, © A. 

© The Diſcompoſure and Raffle of your Mind hereupon, you 
may uot be conſcious of, none perhaps have been ſo friendly 
© 70 advertiſe you of it (and dangerous Work it is ) but it bas 
geen ſo viſible to others, as to furniſh them with Diſcontſe for 
© che Coffee-Houſes. Your Views may be good, but the Tendeny* 
© of what you have ſometimes delivered, inſtead of awakening” 
© your Peoples Vigilance againſt Error, and beget in them @” 
Juſt Concern. for the moſt important Truths, bas been 0 
© them in a Party, and beget in them'a blind Zeal for Men," 
and things of little Moment in Religion. If the Nonſub-" 


© ſeribers have not been aimed at, I know not when,or from what* 


* Expreſſions I am at any time to collect a Miniſter's eas 
ing; and the Reflectious you have caſt upon them, may ne- 
© wertheleſs be e for your not thinking them ſo. To ſay,” 
© if aſter expreſs Exceptions, and the cleareſs Explrcations,” 
any will pervert your Words, &c. I know not how 10 fer. 
6 tify ſuch Peoples Miſtakes ; is a very unſafe illuſrue way* 
© of talking, contrary to the kzown Method of Reaſoning, and” 
VVV | 1 e 
As to that little Flirt, ſubſcribing being agreeable 0 my 
Prudence, it is too mean for auy farther Notice. S 6, 
What you obſerve, referring to the Diſtanceof my Judg-* 
ment from thoſe, who apprehend the. Disbelief of the 
real proper Divinity of our Saviour, and his Equality With 
the Father, is damning, though attended with Prayety and 
a.diligent Search after Truth, is very far from the Argu- 
ment: You take the Affirmative, and would be thought 
to prove it, by begging the Queſtion, making Suppaſrti-* 
ons in no Reſpect relating to the Premiſſes, and from 


diſcredit, What I advanced related not to ſuch a one's * 
Fitneſs for. Chriſtian Communion ; nor did I ſay t was 
not a dangerous Error, but, that he was not, on account of 
this his Disbelief in a damnable State; the which I can no 


Man deſigning, for Canterbury, though he fhould-miſs the 
neareſt Way, ſhould be benighted, and thereby ſubjeQed * 
to ſome, Inconveniencies, may not, however, at laſt get 
thither. This I am willing any ſhould know; I confels * 
the Doctrine, but do not think» be Belief f it of ſb 
great Importance, having no Warrant from the Scripture. * 
Herein no Turn bas been given to my Mind, having never * 
; A: ap otherwiſe, I ſhall akways advance as near af 
* #0. 4he Camp ef Tru, though 1 ſhould, by thwarting 4 g. 
WR 1 * zerally 
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thence draw a Concluſion vaſtly. wide from the Thing! 


more recede from, than I can from disbelieving, that a 


al is gy ' - 
* werally received Opinion, incur the Charge of Hereſy. The 
© ſame Liberty of judging for my ſelf I claim from others, is 
from me due to them; and I don't think the righteous Judge 
* will reject? any Man, under the Goſpel, merely for an invo- 
© Iuntary unavoidable Miſtake. 3 | 
Va think me ignorant of the Nature of the Controverſy. 1 
© ſhould be very anwilling to caſt ſo groſs a Reflection upon 
© the whole Body of Miniſters, which this carries in it. 7 he 
b many Books the World has been troubled with upon this un- 
8 © grateful Subject, if you had any End in View, were wrote 
3 © for the Iuformation of the Laity, or they were not : If they 
6 were, you ought to have accommodated them to common Ca- 
6 pacirres,, but it ſeems, for want of Perſpicuity, or being a- 
© bove their Reach, your Deſign is abortive ; and then in vain 
6 have you taten ſo much Pains for the Liberty, aud Right 8 
S which, our People have, by Scripture, and the common Princi- ®M 
of Reaſon, to be ſatisfied of the Senſe in which their 27 


Ea. 

on | . 
© Miniſters hold the Words of ws touching Articles of \ 
& Faith. If not, it was then needleſs and inſignificant to a- = 


© muſe the World with Matters, only proper to be conſidered 
© between you Miniſters, your Brethren being already appriſed 
& of the State of the Caſe. | - 
I give in to your Opinion, that for Church-Members unne- . 
6 5 and voluntarily to withdraw from the Iuſtructions \ 
©. of their Miniſters, is walking diſorderly ; and ſo it is for Mi- 3 
© wifters unneceſſarily and voluntarily to leave their People; 
gut then it is undetermined when it is ſo. „ | 
] have. ſufficient Reaſon to believe, that good Mrs. Adlam, 
©: (whoſe Memory I honour for her good Senſe, exemplary Pi- 
«. ety, and extenſive Uſefulneſs) was convinced her ſelf, and un- 
* deceived you in the miſtaken Notion ſhe had formed of me. 
© And fiace yon ſay. *tis probable there are thoſe living that 
© conld confirm it, I therefore remind you of an Anſwer you 
© gave me, 10 a Complaint formerly made of your having en- 
© deavonred to perſuade ſome of my Cuſtomers not to deal with 
Mr. H. viz. that if I did not name the Perſons, you ſhould 
« efteem it the mere Product of my own Brain. That wa. 
* no Inſtance of the Mildneſs with which you have always treated 3 
© me. I never deſerved other Treatment; bowever, conſider- 
ing the Temper of ſome of the Clergy, "tis a ſpecial Pri- 
r e . 
I yet ahide by it, that what I wrote was the Senſe of 
many of your People. Ie it not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
© them to be ſomewhat acquainted with each other's Sentiments, 
in relation to your Self and Conduct; becanſe, having for 


many Tears aſſociated together, au Acquaintance and Inti- 
| | macy 


Cad. 


habitation; and their Converſe thus becommg more frank 
and open, they. are naturally led to diſcloſe their Sentiments 
Tea, nothing is more uſual than for People, in every & : 
and Epen to 2 and diſcover their Diſlike of fuch 
Things, as are diſagreeable in the Conduct of ſuch, for whons 

they Sch retain a juſt and great Value, and which alſo ought 
noi to be eſteemed a Contempt. But this was my Caſe with Mrs. 
Adlam, ix whoſe Family none could be more intimate. But Tam 
content to be reckoned an Incendiary, if my Freedom and Bold- 
"neſs ſhall remove ſuch Things, which naturally draw after them 
ill Conſequences among Sap People, and which tend to di- 
miniſh your own Character and Uſefulneſs. I confeſs this 
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ibe Work it ſelf a troubling or hindering you by Miſrepre- 


« ſentations and groundleſs Charges. However, for the future, 


IJ will gratify yon by defiſting ; and ſhall for the preſent in- 


© timate only one thing more, vix. That though what was aſ= 
« figned in my former Letter was one, yet not the ſole Reaſon” 


© of my frequent Abſence. I will venture to tell you what 
© few of your People dare to do: That there is a great Dif- 
6 ference between Mr. Reynolds at one time and Mr. Reynolds 
© at another, and that it is not difficult to determine, when 
© he has wanted Leiſure, &c. to prepare or refit a Jermon, b 

apparent Circumlocutions, Tautology, and Repetition, need - 
© leſs Exhortations to Attendance, Encomiums upon plain 


8 pag, > inveighing againſt itching Ears, and the like.” 
e grievons to a Man, after twenty Years Abode, as 
it were, in one Family, to be obliged to ſeek for proper Food 


It muſt 
in another. Tam yet, as far as is reaſonable, 


Tour moſt obedient Servant, 


April 8. 1720. I. Hans. 


— 


Ny by: mine to you I expreſſed my ſelf with that undiſgui- 


* ſed Plainneſs and Sincerity, and had that Regar@to” 
my Temper, and the Duty of my Function, that the re. 


0 6 celving 


* 


— 


macy it hereby contracted and enlarged; next to that of Co- 


of Perſons aud Things. This is not in it ſelf criminal. 


here. 


Work better becomes a graver Head, and ſuch who bear 
a more antient Relation to your Society, who have made 
the ſame Obſervations with my ſelf, but have not, it ſeems, 
had the Courage to do it. And though I am ſo adventurous, 
yon ought not for this to eſteem me your Enemy, nor 


April 12. 1720. 


. 3 


e 
gceiving ſuch an Anſwer, as you have ſent me, was very 
remote from my Expect ation. | 9 

. © I have duly weighed all that you have ſaid, and cannot 
© charge my ſelf with Vanity, if I tell you, that I think my 
© ſelf able, without much Difficulty, to give aReply to every 
© Particular, ſufficient to ſatisfy the Mind of any Man that 
© is open to Conviction, | | VE? 
But really, Sir, the manner in which you have treated 
© me, is ſo unlike a Chriſtian, ſo contrary-to the Obligations 
© that. ariſe from the Relation there has been between us, 
© and all the Laws of common Decency; that I perſuade 
© my. ſelf, I ſhall: not be alone in Opinion, that it can an- 
© ſwer no good End to enter farther into Argument with 


©. you, - 3 
| . It is Matter of great Lamentation, to find you not on- 
ly going off from the Truth, but placing your ſelf in the 
« Seat; of the Scorners. When Things are come to this 
© paſs, my Capacity of doing you any farther Service is loſt 


© and gone. And ſince you tell me, you think it your Duty 


to leave my Miniſtry (though what you. call your Duty I 


© take to be your Sin) you do your ſelf hereby dire& me, 
© henceforward- to look upon you as one, that hath witk- 
drawn himſelf from under my Care. This is all I judge 


£ neceſſary from 


Your now very much wronged, thongh once reſpected 
Miniſter, ; 


T. R. 


Having produced the Letters, I am now to examine the 


Charges againſt me, The firſt is, 


I. That, my Letters | occaſioned a Conference nnn Mp. b 
Reynolds and Mr. Read, and laid the FOUNDATION” 
of that Difference which afterwards followed. (p. 13.) 


This is introduced by ſeveral remarkable Circumſtances. 
1. That, not a few of his People were much diſſatisfied with 
Mr. Read, for not ſubſcribing the Doctrine of the ever bleſſed 
Trinity, as it had been generally received, and ſome had there- 
upon withdrawn from bearing him; yet, he was ſo far from 
conntenancing them herein, that he uſed his Endeavours to 
reſtore them to @ good Opinion of him, and generally prevailed 
with, them to give their Attendance on his Miniſtry, aud con- 
tinue their Encouragement to it, (p. Ia.) 2. It immediatelß 

— EE © follows; 


— bar _ 
oy 


* 
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| Tak 
follows. he however obſerved ſeveral"yoruny Men in Commm. 
mon with us, who abſented themſelves from his Miniſtry, while 
#hey conſtantly attended Mr. Read's. © | ? 
To the firtt I anſwer; Mr. Rea#'s Audience and Sub- 
ſcriptions too, were the ſame, if not larger than they were 
before the S alters- Hail Affair. That there were ſome of that 
People diſſatisfied for his not ſubſcribing the Roll, and theres 
u withdrew from hearing him, is granted: But theſe were 
very few; I had an Opportunity to make an Obſervation, 
[conſtantly attending my ſelf that part of the Day; ] and I be- 
Iieve not fix withdrew from hearing him upon that account; 
and Mr. Reynoldiſacſhnotoledges he knew but of one, who with+ 
drew his Encouragement to his Miniſtry, However, for this 
very Reaſon, more Caution was neceſſary in Mr. Reynolds, not 
to ay any thing which might promote that Di atisfaction, 


and-alſo will juſtiſy my writing to him upon that Subjects 
How far, after what manner, and with what View, Mr. 
Reynolds interpoſed, with his good Offices, #0 reftore theſe 
abſent People, I know not; I never knew or heard one 
Inſtance. But the World may better judge by his after 
Conduct; and eſpecially his Order to his Clerk, not to re- 
ceive a Subſeription to the one, without the other; alſo by 
his Uneaſineſs at ſuch, who frequently abſented from his own 
Miniſtry, whilſt they conſtantly attended his, (Mr. Read's) 
which is the + | 

2. Second Preliminary; and to this I anſwer: Some of 
theſe YounG MEN had been in Communion with us 
more than ten Years, others more than thirteen, and others 
more than ſixteen Years, of equal Age, Subſtance, and 
Faſbion, (I will not ſay Sexſe) with thoſe Gentlemen Mr. 
Reynolds: added to the Veſtry, (p. 21.) That any of theſe 
ung Men in Communion with us, ſnould wholly abſent 
themſelves ftom Mr. Reynolds's Miniſtry, I can by no Means 
Fram becauſe, (once excepted) Mr. Read never admini- 

red the Lord's Supper, therefore they could not, thus ab- 
ſenting, be in Communion with us. That ſome of them 
more frequently abſented from Mr. Reynolds's Miniftry than 
Mr. Read*s, is allowed: The Reaſon for this Practice was, 
Mr. Reynolds uncharitable Diſpoſition in the Pulpit ; and 
this it was which gave another Turn to their Minds, in Re- 
gard to the Salter -Hall e TEEN and becauſe, we ob- 

ſerved a better Spirit in Mr. Read; beſides other Reaſons 
that might be mentioned, would it not be offenſive to him. 
3. Itis ſtrange, Mr. Reynolds ſhould place ſuch a Fen- 
Ziſpiece immediately before a Charge of ſo heinous a Na- 
ture. This is already hinted at 12 13.) He it a 


A 


(rs J 

dome more Harm than he wiſhes me: Whereas, nothing is 
more obvious, than that his Deſign, through the whole, is 
to do me all the Harm he can, to repreſent me in Colours 
moſt offenſive to all ſerious Minds, and tranſmit the Stain 
even to Poſterity. I thankfully acknowledge the Obligati- 
on. But the Miſchief is, he owns ſome Malice, and in my 
Apprehenſion, he has treated me with uncommon Severity, and 
upon ſo ſlight an Occaſion, that he appears to have wanted no- 
thing more than an Opportunity for it. But I may very well 
bear with it, becauſe others alſo are treated after the ſame 
manner: Thus he gives ſufficient Intimacion who he means, 


PD. 95.) as 4 8 aſſuming, but conceals his Name, being 


one he has an Eſteem for, as having long born the Character 
of a fincere Chriſtian ; and there inſerts his Letters, and part 


of a Converſation with him, which has no relation to the 


Matter in Hand. T'hfis (p. 171.) after he has already anſwer- 
ed all that is, may, or can be ſaid to him, and given the Lye 


to every Body, that do, or ſhall think he is miſtaken; he 
tells us, that he conceals oe Story, though capable of an- 


ſwering it, becauſe it will not be for their Advantage. And 
(b. 103.) What concerns the young Candidates for the Mini- 


ſtry, he is ſorry it ſhould be mentioned, for their Sakes, A- 
gain (p. 101.) He contented himſelf with a naked account of 


Things, withoxt adding many Circumſtances that would have 
AGGRAVATED Matters exceedingly, and laying no more 
than what he thought neceſſary for his own Vindication, 
WITH AS LITTLE HURT TO OTHERS AS 
HE WELL COULD, &c. Once more, after ſeve- 
ral contemptuous Expreſſions in his Letter to me, and the 
Character given me; he concludes, Yu know with what 


Milaneſs I have always treated you, and that with none you. 


may make more free than, &c, | 
Now I come to the Charge it ſelf, Theſe Letters occa- 
ſioned a Conference between Mr 
A Conference with Mr. Read had not been amiſs that I 
know of. Mr. Reynolds might have asked him, for his 
own Satisfaction, whether he was privy to them; or whe- 


ther any other Member of the Church had ſpoke to him 
upon this Subject; but upon Satisfaction that he was no 
way concerned in the writing of them, he might have let 


the Matter\drop without a Quarrel. A Conference of this 
kind only, might indeed have anſwered a good End: They 


might have ſtrengthened each others Hands, and removed 


the (tumbling Block complained of out of the Way ; eſpe- 


cially ſince, as Mr. Reynolds owns, it was managed without 


any Heat on either fide, And yet, Mr. Reynolds fays (p. 21.) 
a W | 7-1 CG 


Reynolds and My. Read. 
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that he had no Apprehenſions of his being privy to them ; ſ0 
far from it, that on the contrary he believed, # be ſaw them 
he would expreſs the utmoſt Diſlike of them, even to De- 
reſtation. e 
Bar theſe Letters laid the Foundation of that Difference, 
which afterwards followed. This is the main part of the 
Charge. By this he inſinuates, and would be underſtood to 5 
mean, that they were the real Cauſe of Mr. Read's Eject- 
ment. | a > as + 
I would not willingly miſtake his Senſe, therefore” ſhall 
confider it in a double" View: A YT 
. If he means that they were the meceſſary Cauſe, the 
Anſwer is very brief; They were not. For, they had a 
contrary Tendency, not to make, but prevent à Difference 
between them; not to break, bur preſerve the Peace of the 
Church: To aſſert the contrary, is the fame as to ſay, that 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern Road from London alike lead to 
Canterbury. My Deſign was kind and honeſt in N 
him, with that which gave a Diſguſt to ſome People, and 
deſerved another fort of Rem)... 
2. But though they had not a direct Tendency this Way, 
yet they were he Occaſion of that Difference: And in this 
Senſe they laid the Foundation of it, „„ 
In this View, what follows ll not be for his Advantage : 
We ſhall find many Things that ſtill aggravate Matters preat= 
ly, and inflame the Reckoning. Poſſibly another Opportu- 
nity might never have occur'd again; but yet it will appear 
very evident, he was only waiting for an Occaſion to exe- 
cute what before lay dormant in his own Breaft : And fo. 
the Stain ſtill adheres to Mr. Reynolds as the principal Verb; 
and it enters the deeper, when his Character as a Miniſter, 
his Pretence of Zeal for the Truths of the Goſpel, and the 
Rights and Liberties of the People, to give it a better Grace 
in the Eye of the World, are taken into the Account. It 
requires no great Art or Subtilty to make an Occurrence, 
though aiſtant in its own Nature and Tendency,'a Means to 
bring about a'contrary End; but then the conſequent Miſchiefs 
that iſſue are not chargeable upon that Occurrence, but up- 
on the bad Diſpoſition of the Perſon, who perverts the ge- 
nuine End and Deſign. A very ſmall Acquainrance with 
Church Hiſtory may convince us, how ealy it is for Fea- 
louſy and ill Will to lead the major part of a People into a 
Miſtake, as to the beſt Defignin the World. When a Con- 
troverſy is begun, be it never ſo mild at firſt, and be the 
Cauſe never fo juſt, it may become needful in the Proſe- 
cution of it, to ſay ſome Things, which at firſt View; may 
a " GJ ſeem 
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ſeem harſh and ſevere; in this Caſe it is not very eaſy for 
ſome People to diſtinguiſh a neceſſary Vindication from In- 
ſolence ; Different Sentiments, from a Miniſter they have 
long eſteemed and valued, are with them inconſiſtent with 
Safety, and while they follow his Dictates, it's impoſſible 
they ſhould err. Many good People are too apt to reſt in 
an eſe dixit, and think others ſhould do ſg*too. Bigotiſm 
and Superſtition will change the zatural Tendexcy of things. 
It will make Religion, which was deſigned to promote the 
Peace and Happineſs of -haman Society, a Means to intro- 
duce the greateſt. Confuſion and Cruelty. Var Brethrea 
har bated you, that caſt you out, for my Name's-ſake, ſaid, 
Let the Lord be glorified, Iſaiah Ixvi. . They ſhall put you 
out of the Synagogues : Yea the time cometh, that whoſoever 
Killeth you, will think that he doeth God Service, John xvi. 2. 
But then, as Mr. Reynolds obſerves (p. 99.) the Word of 
God directs us, 20 mark thoſe which cauſe Diviſions and Oi 
Fences, contrary to the Doctrine which we have learned, and 
void them, Rom. xvi, 17. Were we to trace the late Divi- 
ſions at the Weigh-Houſe, and even the preſent Contro- 
verſy to their Original, we ſhould find the firſt Sparks were 
of His own: kindling; firſt, his Reflectious from the Pulpit, 
which made an Animadverſion geceſſary, at leaſt from 
ſomebody; afterwards his Preface to the late Reverend an 
Worthy Mr. Pomfret's Funeral Sermon, which equally 
required an Anſwer :' Surely, Mr. Reynolds does not claim 
a Liberty to talk and write peculiar to himſelf. Et. 
But to be a little more particular. After the following Re- 
marks, I ſhall leave it 2 every Man of Senſe and Equity to 
determine, whether Mr. Read's Ejed ment (which is meant 
by the lare Difference between them) can juſtly be charged 
on the Letters as a proper neceſſary Cauſe; or whether it is 
not more rational ta ſuppoſe, only that Mr, Reynolds took 
an Occaſion by them to bring it to paſs. 5 
t. The Preparatory Work diſcovers a Deſign againſt Mr. 
Read. Mr. be zolds calls a Veſtry: Theſe were not (that 
Jever heard of) like other Veſtries choſe by the Church. 
A few more are added. to them without its. Conſent or 
Knowledge, but ſuch as Mr. Reynolds thought to be Men 
of the beſt Senſe and Subſtance (p. 21.) The Letters are pro- 
duced and read; Then a Memorandum is drawn up and 
ſigned by molt of them. (p. 25.) It is then brought home 
to his own Houſe, and Mr. Reymolds ſends his Clark to de- 
fire as many to come thither as bis Room would contain: (26.) 
Theſe having ſigned it, being influenced by the Example of 


the former, he ſcnds tor more by Clans and Parcels, 50 
| 3 „%% ĩ ¾‚ - 


(24) 
- the Number of thoſe who ſigned this Memorandum wete 
above threeſcore, (27.) This being done, a Report is made 
to the Veltry, in Order to conſult proper Methods to prevent 
the Miſchiefs, that threatned the Peace of the Church, (33, 34.) 
and thus a Conference with Mr. Read is brought abont. 
Nov obſerve the Subtilty in this Method, and how inſen : 
ſibly he introduced them into his Scheme; for this Memo- 
randum contained, not only a Cenſure of my ſelf, but an 
Approbation of Mr. Reywolds's r e ar Halter 's Hall; 
ſo that hereby they are all made Subſcribers, contrar7 
to the profeſſed Judgment of ſome of them. Now 
let every one judge what End this was to anſwer, ſee 
ing I had in the —— declared for that Subſcription my 
. | 334, bigs 
Again, ſuppoſe Mr. Reynolds had really been abuſed; hal 
it not been more decent and equitable to have confined his 
Reſentments within a narrower Compaſs, without carrying 
the Flame through the whole Church, or making Mr. Rea 
uneaſy by that he had no Concern in. He migbt, he augl 
to have ſent for me, and, upon a Refuſal to hear him, have 
ſent two Members of the Church to me. And upon due 
Examination, if they had found I could not ſuppart what I 
bad ſaid or done, they might have admoniſhed me; and Mr. 
Reynolds might have ſaved himſelf the Trouble of ſuch a 
formal Proceſs to bring about a Conference; or conſtitutin 
Gentlemen Managers, Or troubling the whole Church with 
an Affair, which lay. between him and me. If every little Lin- 
eaſineſs between a Paſtor and a Member, mult be brought 
before a Committee, or a Whole Society, they will have 
Work enough to engroſs all their leiſure Hours, and want 
a conſiderable Share of Senſe and Subſtance too, to mediate 
between them. But thus are they prepared for the follow- 
ing Service. T | ao 0 Aus ON N 
2. That Mr. Reynolds was waiting for ſuch an Occafion 
appears, By exceeding the Bounds of his Commiſſion, both as 
to the Matter and Manner of the Conference: p. 60, 61,62. 
For the Advice of the Gentlemen went no farther, than in ge- 
zeral to impart the Letters, and to know Mr. Read's Thoughts 
apou them: But as io Circumſtances, they were left as his 
own Diſcretion: to act as he thaught fir, But this was acting 


a Part different from what the Gentlemen deſign'd. Herein 


he manifeſtly incurred the Charge af that ſo abhorreũ ew 
Jealouſy: For, he owns, hitherto Mr. Read had acted the 
Part of a Friend. | Fo $15 i 
* Beſides, he did not acquaint Mr. Read, till the Coneluſi- 
on of the Conference, that it was at the Defire-of * Gen- 
. N die men, 


4 


tlemen, that he was to confer with him, and hat Minutes 
of the Conference were order'd to be taken by each, if ei- 
ther thought fit. Now this was not in the preſent Caſe an 
7#different thing in itſelf, nor thought ſo by the Gentlemen. 
Mr. Read ought to have been upon a Level with him, ſince 
his Reputation and Uſefulneſs (a Man's All) lay at Stake. 
This was a great Hardthip;upon him; for he could not other- 
wiſe ſuppoſe, than that he was only to act the Part of a Me- 


diator between Mr. Reynolds and my elf; not that his own 
Fitneſs to be continued in the miniſterial Office amongſt us 


was to be put tothe Teſt. So that his Bufineſs, as ſuch, was to 
hear both Sides, and making all the Allowances which their 
Caſes would bear, endeavour to accommodate Matters. This 
End Mr. Read had in View, and was actually purſuing ;-but 


Mr. Reynolds was purſuing another, ſo that he was by this 


Means furniſhed with Materials enow to inflame the Gen- 
tlemen againſt him, they being ignorant of the different 
Parts they ated, and their different Views. No wonder 
then that Mr. Keynolds's Addreſs to them, after the Confe- 
rence, ſnould make them yet more flexible and yielding. 
(p. 41.) As to my Opinion (Mr. Reynolds) of Mr. Read's 
Ignorance of the Letters, I was not miſtaken ; but it gave me 
much Concern, that in order to make a true and faithful Re- 
Port, I found my ſelf under the unhappy Neceſſity of acquaint- 
ing them, that inſtead of ſhewing ſo great a Diſlike of Mr. 
Hawkins's Letters as I eæpected, he not only endeavour'd 29 
excuſe the abuſive Manner of them, as much as he was able, 


but (which was Matter of the greateſt Grief) he appeared to 


me to countenance the Opinions advanced in them, which I 
Zake to be of dangerous Conſequence. 8 
Beſides, if Minutes of the Converſation upon :he Letters 


were thought neceſſary, much more with Reſpect to zhoſe 


Circumſtances which were left at his own Diſcretion. No: 
Suppoſe Mr. Reynolds had told him: What then? Why, it 
would have pat him more upon his Guard; he had not been ſo 


free and open; that is, he would have concealed his Sentiments. 


(59.) All this while the good Man was acting in neceſſary 


Jelf Defence, and was far from laying Snares for a Brother 


in Converſation. But ſurely it was au Hour f Temptation 
with him! w 5 | 
3. A previous Defign againſt Mr. Read is evident by zhe 
very Queſtious put to him, which correſpond with his firſt 
Letter. to me. In themſelves they are captious and enſna- 


ring, eſpecially in the preſent Caſe: Of little Moment whe- 
ther true or falſe: At beſt may, if any thing can be called of 


doubttul Diſputation, wherein Chriſtians can in * 
EO differ 
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differ more ſafely, and are conſiſtent with the Peace and 

Edification of one another; therefore very unfit to be a 
Teſt of a Perſon's Orthodoxy, or Right to exerciſe the mi- 
niſterial Office. Mr. Reynolds, notwithſtanding all his Pro- 
feſſions of Friendſhip,' muſt fit very looſe (to ſay no more) 
to Mr. Read, to be willing to part with him, merely for not 
being with him in the Affirmative of theſe Queſtions; but 
more upon theſe by and by. Notwithſtanding, 20% Bowds .. 
of Friendſhip can oblige him to be falſe to God, unfaithful to 
his T, ref or inhuman to himſelf, (p. 61.) 8 
4. The arbitrary manner in which Mr. Read was ejected 


makes the Intention more evident. Had Mr. Reynolds been 


_ furniſhed with a juſtifiable Charge againſt him, there had 
been zo Danger in uſing proper Means. A good End will 
not ſanctify unlawful Means. We are not to do Evil that 
Good may come of it. $4 85 
Here let it be conſidered, Mr. Reynolds had himſelf or- 
dained him; he had adminiſtred all Ordinances, and laboured 
amongſt us about thirteen Years, to general Satisfaction and 
Edification (as few excepted as in moſt Churches in London. 
In this Caſe, I believe it will be allowed, 1. That nothing 
leſs than a Charge of a heinous Nature in it ſelf, ought to 
have been the Matter of the Accuſation, (for every little 
Miſtake will not diſſolve the Relation between a Miniſter 
and People) and this Charge ſupported by plain and full - 
Evidence. 2. There ought to have been a regular Call of 
the whole Church, by giving previous Notice, when, and 
upon what Buſineſs they were to meet. (Ido not think Notice 
after the Evening Service only ſufficient, becauſe that will 
admit of Parties, and a third part of the Church know no- 
thing of the Matter.) 3. The accuſed, as is uſual in the moſt - 
criminal Caſes whatſoever, ought to have the ſame Notice, 
and a Liberty to plead for himſelf before, them all. And 4. 
After a fair impartial hearing of all Matters, without any 
Secret or open Methods to influence and biaſs them, the 
People are to give their Suffrage. But a 
Mr. Read's Ejectment was the Reverſe of all this. Nei- 
ther Mr. Read nor ſeveral of the Members knew | what. 
was done till the next Day, and, we have Reaſon to believe, 
many on the other ſide had previous Notice, that on ſuch a 
Day it was to be done, and that they came determined to 
execute, not to conſult, as Mr. Reynolds would have us 
think (p. 45.) * If every particular Member of a Charch has 
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able to him, as to this Matter, before this firſt Motion was 


that the defiring a FARTHE R Adjotrnment. (by the 


Reynolds's Choice, but would have iuſiſted upon having ſuch. 
preſent, as he knew were in Difference with Mr. 8 ds and 


4 Right to deſire Satisfaction concerning. his Mfiuiſter's Faith, 
after he is elected, or before, that Right will certainly re- 
main, and Satisfaction ought to be given to every one who” 
deſires it, eſpecially, before he is turned off as-unſound and 
heterodox. Now this Mr. Reywmolds knows was demand- 
ed, but before the Gentlemen could hold up-their Hands: to 
determine the Queſtion, he declared that he was againſt it, 
and acknowledges as much (p. 47, 48.) Ter he was not 
wanting in his Prayers to God for Direction and. Aſſiſtance. 
and it was bis fixed Reſolution to act by Chriſtian: Rules, and 
in the: moſt Chriſtian manner he was: able, (p. 20.) Who 
doubtsit? tens © 
F. Mr. Reynoldt's perſonal Agency and Influence through- 
ont the whole; his cloſe Attention to the Work, with the 
Ferment he was in (p. 9.) ſhews how much his very Heart 
and Soul was in it, and how glad he was of an Opportu- 
nity to accompliſh it. After he had prepared the People, 
—_— pg wy 3 in the firſt Motion for an 
jectment, (p. 43.) Town adgment was entirely with 
7 (p. 66.) 755 Matter _ f moved by the ee 
zhemſelves, though I heartily concurred with them, (p. 48.) 
He ſends for them again the very next Day, and in no more 
than four Days after, compleats the Work, (p. 44.) And 
Iwould deſire leave to ask Mr. Reynslds one Queſtion here; 
whether: he did neither directly, or indirectly, ſignify to that 
Gentleman, who made the firſt Motion in the Veſtry, or to any 
other Gentleman of the Committee, what would be agree- 


made? | re 21 1 20 1 

Again; Mr. Reynoldt oppoſed ſtrenuouſſy every thing, that 
was ſaid in Mr. Kead's Favour: at the Meeting, (p. 45, to 
49.) He declared, in anſwer to a Member of the Commit- 
tee, who deſired thoſe Gentlemen might be gratified, who 
moved for an Adjournment, c. Den you may part 
with me; one of ut fhall go. And no Wonder he ſhould 
make ſuch a Declaration, it being notorious and inconteſtible, 


Way, there was no Adjournment at all) coald be intended 
For no orber Purpoſe, than to gain Time, 10 amuſe, per- 
plex aud ſtagger the Minds of my People, (p. 48.) Neither 
was it fit to call others in to aſſiſt, becauſe 17 if not ts be ſup- 
poſed Mr. Read would have left them W HOLLY to Hr. 


whom it is likely he conſulted in all his Affairs (p. 70.) Who ſays; 
Mr. Reynolds is for Paſſive Obedience, and „ ? 
n | ere 
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Were there ever better Reaſons given in this. World, for a 
deſpotick Power * 1 think the Tae that Friend of Mr. 
| Read's had, was far, very far, more honeſt, being done at 
once without ſo much Form and Solemnity. But it is 4 
Banter upon Mens Underſtanding to talk after this manner: 
For, notwithſtanding all that may, or can be ſaid zo the con- 
trary, there was #0 P in it; Mr. Read's Ejectment 

was purely accidental on his Part. What theſe Gentlemen 
did, Was without any Iuſtigation of his : He left them 10 
word, and do, as they thought fit themſelves. But ſurely ſuch 
Proceedings ſhew, that hey miſtruſt their Arguments, Who 

make uſe of them. | 72 5 
6. The Inſults and Abuſes Mr. Read himſelf, as well as 
zhe young Men, met with after his Ejectment, are not incon- 
ſiderable in this Argument. Odious Characters were given us 
both in the Desk, Pulpit, c. But theſe will be of after 
Conſideration, as an Anſwer to Mr. Reynolds's ſecond Part. 
Only thus much for the preſent : One of the Gentlemen 
Managers, conſiderable both for Senſe and Subſtance, de- 
clared in the Veſtry, { was my ſelf unfit for Chriſtian Com- 
 muntoz 2 So that, not only thoſe, to whom the Queſtions 
refer, but thoſe alſo who dare not ſay thus of them, are un- 
fit for Chriſtian Communion. Nay, it was alſo reported 
about this City, before the leaſt Notice of any of their. 
Meetings reached my Ears, that I was actually an Excom- 
municate from that Place. If this be their holy Zeal, mayTever 
be a Stranger to it. 0h my Soul, enter not thou into their 
Secrets, | 1 FR © 
_ Laſtly, I cannot doubt of Mr. Reynolas's waiting for ſuch 
an Opportunity, becauſe I had, from more than one of the 
Committee, an Intimation of the Deſign before the firſt 
Motion, Mr. Reynolds ſpeaks of, was made. I confeſs, at 
that Time it was ſo ſhocking, that I could not, and did not 
believe it. be SY | tl ond 
But yet, at different Seaſons, even while he was thus en- 
gaged, (which is the molt ſhocking of all) Mr. Reynolds 
would make great Profeſſions of Friendſhip for Mr. Read, 
and in his Narrative expreſſes great Unwillingneſs to part 
with him. TI cannot allow any Weight in either; for, it is 
plain, by comparing ſeveral Paſſages and Pages in his Book, 

he acted a double part, the more ſucceſsfully to carry on his 
Deſigns, governing himſelf as either Appearance would 
belt ſubſerve his Ends. Qui weſcit difſimulare, neſcit reg- 
Bare. | e A 

_ To conclude this Head: For Argument ſake, ſet us ſup- 
poſe two, of three, or half a 1. in the Church had con- 


ceived 


FTF. | 5 
ceiveda Prejudice againſt Mr. Read, for his not fübſcribing at 
Salters-Hall; is it hard to believe, but that Mr. Keynolut might, 
without much Difficulty, have made them eaſy, and pre- 
vented their running to ſuch a length, had he been fincere 
in his Profeſſions of Friendſhip, and really deſirous to pre- 
ſerve the Peace of the Church? 5 . 
„ Again: Suppoſe, that theſe Perſons were indeed irrecon- 

Ef: cileable to Mr. Read; would it not have been more eligible 

5 and fitting, more agreeable to the Chriſtian Temper, ro have 

parted with them in a peaceable manner, rather than to 

rend the Church, break its Peace, cauſe ſuch a Schiſm, and 

give ſuch Occaſion for Offence and Scandal to Religion, as 

Mr. Reynolds has done? Would not this have been more ge- 

nerous and God-like, than in the aforeſaid Way, to alienate 

1 the Peoples Affections from Mr. Read, and in ſuch an art- 

9 ful manner, to contrive and effect his Eje&ment, and ren- 
oF der him (as far as in him lay) uſeleſs? Can this Conduct be 

Fg called neceſſary Self-defence ? Is this conſiſtent with an an- 

1 diſguiſed Plainneſs and Sincerity, with Meekneſs aud Humi- 
3 lity ? Does this accord with ſolemn Appeals to the Almighty, 

Fo and his tender Regard to the Reputation of thoſe he has to do 

1 evith? Are theſe the 2 Evidences of that Charity which 

110 ſaffers long, and 1s kind, 75 201 puffed 4p, en eaſy 

5 | zo be entreated, which believeth and hopeth all Things? Is it 

11 reconcileable with the Apoſtolick Rule, as far as iu you lies, 

A 10 F poſſible, live peaceably with all Men? In Fact, though in 

" uo Inſtances Humility and Meekueſs are more indiſpenſibly re- 

quired, than in religions Matters, yet in nothing has there 

been a greater diſregard tothem, | | | | 

745 I come now to anſwer Mr. Reynoldt's ſecond Charge, 

erf which I believe will be found equally defective, viz. - 


15 II. There was a Confederacy, and Cabals ACTUALLY formed 
7 againſt him: From hence he infers, not only the Neceffi- 
ö ty of parting with Mr. Read, but the quick Diſpatch of 


74 it too, (p. 70, c. 


15 This he grounds upon a Paſſage or two in each Letter, 
th ofa: Net Lpport ; where 1 aſſure him, 7 pak the Seajſe of @ 
oy conſiderable Number of his People. confeſs this Work: 
115 better becomes a grauer Head, and ſuch who bear a more au- 

i tient Relation to your Society, and who have made the ſame 
in i Obſervations 5 my ſelf, but have not the Courage to do 
14 it. I venture to tell you, what few, or none of your 
144 People dare to do, thongh they make tbe ſame Complaints, 


(p. 19, 20.) 
(p T pr 


| \ 27 1 
By a Review of the 1 it will be found, that theſe 
Paſſages, though connected in the Narrative, lie diſtant in 
the Letters, and that he has put them in a different Light, 
from what they appear in them; as will be new. | 
However, from theſe Paſſages thus placed, he infers the 
great Dangers which zhreatened the Peace of the Church, 
and makes Mr. Read's Diſmiſſion a neceſſary Means to pre- 
- ſerve it. This is his Way of arguing. Hereby it appeared 
to me; that nt only diverſe Opmions of dangerous Conſequence 
were ſpreading among ſome of bi People 2 to my Sorrow I 
afterwards found) but a Party WAS FORMINGpwhich in a little 
Time (if not prevented) might raiſe à Diviſion,” and cauſe a 
| Breach in the Church, (p. „ 
And farther, he is pleaſed to carry this Repreſentation 
throughout his Narrative. This indeed was neceſſary, that 
dy keeping this View of the Caſe conſtantly in his Reader's 
ye, he might, (as I Py ſome have done) think it a 
ſufficient Plea, 
. | | SD YI 
To ſhey that I don't Miſrepreſent him, I have under this 
Page * inſerted the Places where it is to be found, to which 
I refer, my Reader, becauſe it would ſwell this Book too 
much, to repeat all his Words, and the various Ways he 
expreſſes it; befides, 1 am for ſbortning Matters at much 
as may be. There is one I cannot omit, (p. 46.) Though 


, to maugte all that can be ſaid on the other 


. 


I believe him, (Mr. Read) ignorant of the Letters Mr. Haw- 
| kins ſent me, I cannot be ſo clear in thinking he was igno- a 
rant of his Opinions. Tis plain he abetted them, at'a Time W. 
it had begun a Diviſion in the Church, and threatned a farther. © 
one; and how can any Man, that will put himſelf in my Cir- 
 cumftances, be for continuing ſuch a one as his Aſſiſtant, that 
all abet and countenance thoſe, who are endeavourins to di- 

vide and break his Church in pieces? Certainly Mr. Reynolds N 

had forgot he Chriſtian, and the Miniſter too, when he wrote 
theſe Words. | "> e 

It is alſo obſervable, how gradually he infuſes this Idea. 
It firſt appeared {rely to him; then zhey ſeemed to (ide with 
Mr. Read, in Oppoſition to him, and ſo on, till the Phan- 
tom, which exiſted only in his own Imagination, became 4 
Reality; ſo that what at firſt ſeemed likely, was a c r u- 
ALL V formed, It dwelt ſo long upon his Mind, that at laſt 
he was verily perſuaded of the Fact. — Bo x 
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Then behold the dreadful Fright he is in (p. 20. Cer- 


% 


taiuly if any thing ought, to awaken the Concern of a Mini- 


ſter, this ſhould, &c. After ward he tells us, that theſe vi- 
olent Agitations had taten Air, and People begun to report, 
that there was like to be a Breach inthe Church, aud himſelf 
was apprebenſive there would he ſome Struggle] Since the 
Cloud gathers ſo thick, proper Meaſures muſt. be taken to 
ſuppreſs the Malecontenis, and watd off the impending Blow! 
Whereas, in Truth, there was no Storm which threatned 
the Congregatzon, nor any Attempt upon its Peace, but 
what had its Original from a contrary Quarter, viz. his Reflec- 
tions from the Pulpit, and Schemes.againſt Mr. Read, There 
was a ſweet Harmony among (t. us, and it might have con- 
tinued to this Day, had it not been for them. It was him- 
ſelf that made the Letters neceſſary, and then diſcleſed them, 
and filled the Peoples Minds with a Concern about the Im- 
portance of thoſe Queſtiohs, which himſelf can never cer- 
tainly determine, nor any body elſe. One can ſcarce read 
the 234 Page, which is too long to. tranſcribe, either ſeri- 
oaſly, or without Reſentment, to obſerve how ſolemnly he 
can go about ſuch ſort of Work. og 
Well; Though there was no Reality in theſe Confedtera- 
cies and Cabals, it appeared ſo 20 him, from Expreſſions in 


the Letters. „ ö 80 

I anſwer: The Foundation of this Charge, take it in 
what View ſoever you will, is very inſufficient to ſupport 
it : The Paſſages, upon which it is{built, refer to Mr. 7 
nolds's Uncharitableneſs in the Pulpit, and his anguarded May 
of expreſſing himſelf againſt Error and Hereſy, as they tended 


0 leſſen Mr. Read's Uſefulneſs, and his own too, and cauſe 


thereby a Breach in the Church. With Reſpect to our Un- 
eaſineſs on theſe Accounts only, it was, that [ſpoke the Seuſe 
of a conſiderable Number of his People, who bad made the 
ſame Obſervations with my ſeif: Nothing is more obvious than 
this. 5 5 „ ö 

Now where is the Juſtice of his Conſequence drawn 
from thoſe Expreſſions 2 (Or from any other in either of 
the Letters?) Having honeſtly, and privately informed him 
of the Senle of many of his People, in relation to his Re- 
flections, c. not to any Doctrine, or other Matter, it muſt 


follow there were Confederacies aud Cabals actually formed 


againſt bim, Se. Beſides, ; 
I affured him in the firſt Letter of the Reſpect and Value 


J had for him; and to remove any Suſpicion of that kind, 
which, in his Anſwer, he ſeems however apprehenfive of, I 
told him in the ſecnd, : hat porhing is more common, than for 


P eople 


| (49) 6 

People, in every Sphere and Capacity, to diſcover their Diſlike 
0 2 Things, as appear diſagreeable in ibe Conduct of fur, 
1 whom they however have a juſt Value. » Notwithſtanding 
all this, Mr. Reynolds is very much afraid of that ſo usb ab. 
Borred Evil, Jealouſy. 8% MA 

Did ſuch a Temper generally prevail, what Confuſion 
and Miſery muſt neceſſarily follow? Suppoſe it were Mr. 
Reynolds's only Son, who ſhould think it his Duty to acquaint 
his Father, that his Conduct in ſome other Inſtances gave 
juſt Occaſion of Offence, would this prove him a diſobe- 


dient Son, deſerving to be turned out of Doors? Or ſhould 


23 Subject, having a fair Opportunity, inform his Prince, that 
his Conduct in ſome Particular or other, Was thought hy ſome 
of his Subjects, and himſelf too, to bea Grievance; would 


this make him a Rebel, for which he ought to be tranſport- 


Mr. Hawkins, 


ed ? Is not ſuch a Conduct conſiſtent with, yea an Evidence 
of that Love, Homage, and Obedience, which is his due? Does 
this prove them to be Plotters againſt his Perſon and Go- 
vernment ? F he.will thus pervert my Words, and underſtand 
them in a Senſe directly contrary to the plaineſt Meaning, and 
my Intention, I know not how it's pelſible for me to prevent bis 
Maler, but I will entertain a: better Opinion of the judg · 
ment of others; and if there be any, that are got into ſuch a 
Way of thinking, I hope their Numbers are very few. 

Bat this Charge does not concern my ſelf alone, but ſe- 
veral Gentlemen, who appeared in favour: of Mr. Redd at 
the time of his Diſmiſſion, in Deriſion called - young Mew; 


and my Party, by Mr. Reynolds, I am therefore commiſſi- _ 


oned to publiſh the following, Letter, which, they have ſent 
me, ſign'd by each of them, but in Imitation of Mr, Reys 


nolde, 1 ſhall conceal their Names for the preſent. + ++ 


The Letter is as follows. 


FT K. London June 20. 172 


0 W E obſerve, that Mr. Reynolds, in his Anſwer to Mz. 
| 4" 


Browne's Letter, hath advanced a Charge againſt 


© ſome Perſons, as caballing, and forming a Party againſt 


* himſelf, in favour of Mr. Read, in order to raiſe Divifi- 
ons, and cauſe a Breach in that Church, and founds his 


| © raſh Procedure, both againſt Mr. Read and your ſelf there= 


aon; and underſtanding you deſign a Reply, take this Op- 


portunity to clear our ſelves from ſuch Imputations: 
85 6 


* 


* 
IF bes bg as A 
- Wd 3 2 — We an o 


. . STE ern en ns = - 


- — — 
s IIS Pad 7 


=» 2 5. 
. 

* F. 

3 


* — 
7 5 265 nts 
7 IS 
v . 


(zo) ft 5 
© And declare, hy Ty 3 
That we never knew of any Combinations, Confede- 
© racy,” Cabals, or Party-making, as Mr. Reynolds is pleat'd' 
© to term it; nor were we concerned, direQly or indirectly, 
either in the compoſing, or ſending either of your!Letters, 
© as you well know. | 5 =_ 
That the frequent Abſence of ſeveral of us from Mr. 
© Reywolds's Miniſtry, was not from any Diſlike to his ſub- 
& ſeribing, but his ſo frequently reciting the Diſputes at 
altert Hall, and ſeeming Diſcompoſure therein; though 
© then we were ignorant of each other's Reaſons. . 


That our Appearance for Mr. Read at his Diſmiſſion, 


© was not from any previous Conſultation, or Partiality in 


© his Favour, in Oppoſition to Mr. Reynoldt, but from a 


_© ſtri& Regard to Juſtice, not daring to condemn a Man, 
without giving him Liberty of making his Defence and 


* indeed, our being there at that Time Was merely acci- 
© dental. . 5 „„ 

And we cannot but apprehend, that Mr. Reynold's Pro- 
© ceedings aroſe from mere Jealouſy, and groundleſs Suſpi- 
© cions; for, as to our ſelves, the Charge is abſolutely falſe. 
This you are at Liberty to publiſh, if you think proper, and 
we are 2 . 


Tour Humble Servants, &c. 


To conclude this Head: Since there appear ſo many Mi- 
takes in the moſt material Parts of his Narrative, where 
he lays the greateſt Streſs, we fee how far Paſſion and Re- 
fentment will carry, even good Men. What Regard then 
is to be paid to what he tells us, (p. 78.) That nothing but the 
Conftraints-of his Mind aud Conference could oblige him to a» 
what he has done? Or (p. 71.) That in relating FaQs, God 
knows, he acted in his Fear, to whowa be is accountable? 
Shocking Expreſſion! And it is aſtofliſning, Mr. Reynolds 
ſhould place that Paragraph'in the beginning of his Book, 
(p. 9.) as an Introduction to ſuch zotor:ous Miſrepreſenta- 
tions. Among all his Slanders, there 1s none dreſſed up with 
more Art, or greater Aptneſs to impreſs the Minde of People 
zo my Diſadvantage, than this ; and who that ſhall believe it, 
auill not be under a ſtrong Temptation to credit every thing elſe 
be ſuggeſts to my Diſrepatation, and thin me (what, if guilty, 
I ſhould think my ſelf) unworthy of the Miniſtry, or ſo much as 
*cammon Reſpect, from any. e 
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Mr. Reynilds is pleaſed to inform his Readers for aCtoſe,- 


(p. 103.) That before he ſent his Papers to the Preſs, he re 
zo the Gehtlemen of the Church, the Account 'drawn up, ſo 
far ar they had any Conters therein; and they owned it to be 


a true one; therefore, if Mr. Browne, or any elſe, ſhall dif- 


pute the Matters of Fact there related, there are enow who 


have profeſſed themſelves willing and ready to atteſt the Trab 


of them under their Hands. I fay, fince he is pleaſed thus 
to aſſure the Reader, I defire hen he publiſhes his ſecond 
Patt, to produce as many Hands as he can, out of aboxe 


three hundred, of which his Church conſiſts, to atteſt the 


Truth of this part of the Narrative, which concerns them 
as much as any other; becauſe, Mr. Reynolds gives this as 
one Reaſon of their parting with Mr. Read. This I expe& 
in my own Name, and in the Name of the your Men, of 
7 . or elſe, that he as publicly eben his Mi- 

AKE. | E 
If he does the latter, I ſhall be very ready to paſs it by 
without ſaying any more, than what he tells Mr: Browne, 
that he ſhould have informed himſelf better; as he did nor, 


he has ſinned, The ſaying of that Heathen is applicable to 


himſelf, Qui ſtatuit aliquid, parte inaudita altera, æguum 


licet ſtatuerit, baud æquus fuit. Sen. p. 10. 


I have already advertifed the Miſtake (p. 39.) During this 
Delay, Mr. Hawkins was very bhſy in his Endeavours to 
raiſe Diſcontents among my People, which called for a ſpeeds 
Remedy, though none could be effettually applied, anti Mr. 
ead and I underſtood one another, to Gb 1 found he was 
by no Means forward or inclined. This was no other than 
an Enquiry into his Proceedings, in relation to my felf, of 
which I was wholly ignorant till the 23* of June 1720, 
though by his own Acknowledgment, (p. 21.) they wete 
begun the foregoing April 15", and diſpatched before the 


laid 23* of June, (p. 34.) At theſe Proceedings I could 


not but ſhew ſome Concern, and vindicate my ſelf; (and 


who would not?) Eſpecially as I was told at the fare 


Time, I was really excommunicated. Certainly, if a 
thing ought to awaken the Concern of a Man, this ſhould; 


and from the unaccountable and odd manner of his Pro- 


cedure, I ſuſpected and intimated, that the grand Deſign 


reſpected Mr. Read, into which, he was artificially bringing 


His People. This I might very well do, having befides an 


Intimation from one of the Committee to the ſame Purpoſe. 


This differs vaſtly from what he inſinuates in the aforefaid 
p- 39, Cc. from whence he concludes, that à Party was 


ID 7, 


Forming 


— 


N . Lf” bo 

11 forming againſt him. And (p. 70.) this made the quick Diſ- 

| patch of Mr. Read's Ejectment zeceſſary. __ 1 CE» 

Surely, Mr. Reynolds, who was ſo zealous in defending the 

Rights and Liberty of the Laity at Salters-Hall, will allow. 
to any Man whatever, a Right and Liberty to defend him- - 
ſelf, after a Proceſs, the reverſe of the Goſpel Rule, and 
the Cuſtom of all civil Societies. I think I had a Right to 
plead my own Cauſe, before they diſpatched my Affair, as 
It is called, which however nearly concerned both my Re- 
putation and Uſefulneſs in the World: Since this was not 

67 allowed me, ſurely I might alſo complain of the Hardſhip, 

without any, the leaſt Deſign to form a Confederacy, and 

ot | Cabals againſt him. This is univerſally allowed. Self Pre- 

| ſervation is every Man's Duty. Notwithſtanding, (p. 51.) 

Mr. Reynolds hopes none will be able juſtly to CHARGE him 

1 abith material and wilful Miſtakes. It ſhould have been, he 

* Bopes none will be able to DETECT him, in material and 

4 evilful Miſtakes. = EE z 

1. But before I paſs to another Head, I cannot omit taking 

Notice of the Reaſon, which Mr. Reynolds (p. 31.) gives 

for bringing the Salzers-Hall Diſpute into the Pulpit, viz. 

He obſerved, ſome of his younger People diſcoyered too 15 

great an Attention to Novelty, and were taken with the ' 

modern Way of Writing. It is a very bad Cauſe indeed 

which will admit of no Plea at all. I acknowledge, I have 

for many Years paſt thought it my Duty, as to ſearch into 

the Foundations upon which I build my Religion, ſo to at- 

tend to any freſh Diſcovery I could make of the Mind and 

Will of God, and hope I ſhall always do ſo: We know 

oj but in part, therefore ought to follow on to know; the 

5 more extenſive our Knowledge, the greater our Pleaſure. 

This is one Ingredient in the Happineſs of Heaven it ſelf, 

where there will be room for an eternal Growth. The more 

I know, the meaner are my Apprehenſions of my own 

Capacity, and Proficiency in Knowledge; and the more 

Reaſon I ſee for the Exerciſe of Charity towards others, 

who differ from me. It is very evident, this was deſigned 

as a Reproach; but I Glory in it, and am willing he ſhould 

proclaim it to all the World, if he ſees fit. 
Having vindicated my ſelf from the main Charges, I 

ſhall follow him to other Matters; the Remarks he makes 

upon my Letters, his Deductions from them, as fixing m. 

Character: After this, Mr. Reynolds mult ſorgive me, if - 

make ſome Remarks upon his. i * 
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1. As to g E Conradilion. This he is very much afraid 
bolt al 


this Time, they might have the greater 
of Debate, touching any thing that related to my ſelf, I of- 
fered to withdraw ; but they unanimouſly oppoſed that Mo- 
tion, and would not ſuffer me to depart + However, I took 


(55>) - 
of, and tells me (p. 17.) Iamgaite wrong in charging it up- 
on his firſt Letter. OE * | 5 

This belongs to what was ſaid of the Salter s-Hall Sub- 
ſcription, and the different Conduct of the Miniiters in 
relation to it. Now, let the Matter of that Struggle, 
which he cls the Act of ſubſcribing, be what it will, whe- 
ther they were contending for their owz, or their Peoples 
Rights and Liberty; and let the Principles, upon which 
they acted on either ſide, be this, or that; yet, as it was men- 
tioned only in its general View, the Charge is very obi⁵ ue. 
Without deſcending to particulars, I told him, only in be 
general, that the Nonſubſcribers ought not, merely on that 


Account, to be cenſured as Ariane, or as departing from 


the Trath, and that this Act of ſubſcribing no way con- 
cerned the Laity. But Mr. Reynolds tells me, that it 7s 
proper to be ane” Fey" between the Miniſters, (excluſive of 


the Laity,) and hat it concerns them greatly, It is very evi- 


dent, he was reſolved to contradict me, though at the Ex- 


pence of Self-Contradiction. D 
As we are got upon this Head, let us ſee whether Mrs 


Reynolds has not contradicted himſelf more than once in 


his Narrative. | 
(Page 24.) He plainly throws the Blame of his late Con- 
duct upon his People. As 1 had formed no pri vate Schemes, 
made no previous Reſolutions, nor concerted any ſecret Meas 
ſures with any of them, together, or re ſo, that at 
iberty and Freedom 


care to be paſſive, and left them to word, and do things, juſt 


at they thought fit themſelves; and the Memorandum was 


without hig dictating, And (p. 26.) that Gentleman 
wrote without his Perſuaſiont, or Suggeſtions. Again, 
what the ſix did, who met June 24. (p. 34.) was without 
any Deſign or Suggeſtion of his, either before, or at this 


time. So he offered to withdraw from thoſe that met at 
his own Houle, and what they did was all voluntary; 


the whole Work was purely accidental on his Part; and 
he writes to Mr. Read under very great Concern, and with 


| Tenderneſs and Affection. 


But in fact, the whole Affair was under his Manage- 
ment. This appears by his own Account; and (p. 25.) 


he lays, he would intereſt his People, as little as poſſible, in 


a Diſpute be is willing to take "= himſelf. He called the 


Committee, 
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Committee, and ſent for the reſt to his own Houſe, ac- 
cording to their ſeveral Claſſes: He fired them with 
Reſentment againſt me: He filled their Heads with 
the Notion of a formidable Conſpiracy againſt himſelf; 


Jo that his Pretenſions to Indiſferency and Newtrality are 
all Grimace. He might well enough leave them to at 


and do as they thought fit, when met together, after a ſuf- 


ficient Intimation of his Mind: They knew well enough 
for what Ends he ſent for them, after he had artfully and 
with Solemnity read the Letters: It is no uncommon 
Sight in our Day, to ſee Men a& a double Part; to ap- 
pear indifferent to the very Thing they are moſt intent 
2pou. 8 
(Page 28.) He aſſures us, in Anſwer to a falſe Report, 
as he calls it, that he eur to #o Man's Houſe ; nor ſent any 
Notes to ſuch Purpoſe (to procure his Peoples Hand;) nor 
zampered with any Man to draw him into that which he ſab 
ſcribed, Much the ſame he tells Mr. Evans, (p. 77.) 
In Anſwer. 1. He went to #o Man's Houſe. But 
(p. 25.) he acknowledges, totidem verbis, that he went 


Zo one Gentleman, and that he thereupon voluntarily | oro 


zhe Paper. Again; I ask Mr. Reyzolds theſe plain Que- 
ſtions; whether or no, the two Gentlemen mentioned 
(p. 26.) as being invited to the Meeting in the Veſtry, 
were not actually there? Whether they did not refuſe to 
ſign the Memorandum at firſt? And whether it was not 
by his Means that they ſign'd it at all? And whether one of 


theſe Gentlemen ever inet them any more, after the 25" 


of Fane? And laſtly, Whether Mr. Reyzolds did not go 
again to his Houſe, and would have perſuaded him to af- 


filt again at their Meetings. (Page 26.) He owns, that 
he ſent his Clark to deſire others to come to his Houſe, 
as many of them at a Time as his Room would contain. 
And (p. 27.) that he had one or two Meetings more at 
Home. I add, to my Knowledge, ſome were there ſing- 
Jy ; but yet he wert o wo Man's Houſe, nor ſent (Notes) 
zo ſuch Purpoſe, to procure his Peoples Hands, nor tamper - 
ed with any Man to draw him, &c. Nor, 2. Did he oblige 
them to fign the firſt Article of the Church ef England, 
and the fifth and ſixth Anſwers in the Aſſemblies Cate- 
chiſm. But, by his Influence it was that they ſign'd the 
Memorandum, approving of his ſigning the others: There- 
fore to ſay, they did not ſign the Article and Anſwers, is 
a mere Evaſion ; and ſo it is to ſay, they were not obliged 
to it. We know, (and I thank God for it) he had no 
abſolute Power, natural, or acquired, to oblige them; nor 


do 


ty 


3 (35) 
- do I fuppoſe, any would be ſo ſtupid as to report it, in that 
Senſe: Their ſigning this Memorandum was in effect the 
ſame, as if they had ſubſcribed the very Words of the 
Other. 7 | 7 1 
(Page 55.) Mr. Reynolds difowns any Erudge againſt 
Mr. Read; and at the ſame Time ſays, that ſome (bad it 
been known) would have thought he had Occaſion for it: 
This Story is very pleaſant. He refers to a Medal, which 
a dozen young Men purchafed for three Pounds eleven 
Shillings, at the King's Coronation, and preſented to 
Mr. Read, as a Token (and the ſmalleſt that could well 
be) of the Acceptableneſs of his preaching to us. I was 
indeed the principal Verb herein, as himſelf was in Mr. 
Read's Affair; but Io made the Motion, and left the 
Gentlemen to their own Choice, 70 act and do as they 
thought fit. I very well remember one Gentleman, who 
afterward became a Committee Man, refuſed ; deſigning, 
as he told me, to make him a better Preſent. Another 


Proof of his generous Spirit you will find among the Ar= *' 


- ticles (p. 36.) that thoſe who do not attend in the After- 
noon, as well as inthe Morning, be deſired tpdepart; and 
the aforementioned Order to his Clark, not to receive a 
- Subſcription to the one, without the other: But yet he 
hoped, by thoſe Articles (p. 36.) He had not only made Pro- 
viſion for the Exerciſe of his own Right, but had alſo can- 
ſulted Mr. Read's Liberty and Intereſt. 

(Page 21.) He is there numbering the. Gentlemen of 
the beſt Senſe and Subſtance, at firſt convened April 15. 
1720 : They are ſeventeen, but two of them happened zo 
be out of Town at the ſame Time. I ſhall not tarry upon 
the Terms, Seuſe and Subſtance, becauſe on ſome Ace- 
counts it would be indecent. | 

(Page 24.) The firſt thing theſe Gentlemen begin upon, is, 
the Charges advanced againſt him in the Letters; touching 
which, they were A L L of them ſo ſenſible of the wrong 
had done him, that they moſt freely and readil acquitted 
Vm to A Man. In the next Paragraph he Sei a Me- 
morandum might be taken in the Church Book, which 
was agreed to by ALL : Then the Memorandum is taken: 
After this, he gives us the Number of thoſe who ſigned 
it, vi. thirteen, who were all that came, except one 
who refuſed. It is evident, he carries every thing to the 
utmoſt Pitch they will bear, and ſometimes a Note above 
E. la; yet he is not willing to contradi& himſelf, nor 
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| Therefore, they are in a State of Damnation. 


ay {+46 } 

2. To beg the Queſtion: Though he has tranſpoſed the 
Words, and left out the Limitation (where Prayer and 
Enquiry after Truth are not wanting ;) whether from the 
Contution of his own Ideas, or with Deſign, I will not 
pretend to determine. My Words are; 


I firmly believe thereal proper Divinity of Chriſt, and 


his Equality with the Father, but cannot think the Diſ- 
belief of it is damning, where Prayer and Enquiry after 


Truth are not wanting. 


In Oppoſition to this, he ſays in his Letter, © Do you 
© think, then that a Man who does nor believe Jeſus 
© Chriſt to have any real proper Divinity, or that he is 


* equal with the Father, is not in a dangerous Error? If 


© you do, I differ widely from you, and think, that in 
paying Worſhip to Chriſt, under the Notion of his hav- 
ing no real and proper Divinity, he falls under the Guilt 
of the heinous Sin of Idolatry, and muſt on that Ac- 


* 


and whatever be his Pretence to Prayer, and Enquiry 

after Truth, I may leave that to God, and yet not- 
withitanding muſt judge him unfit for Chriſtian Com- 
munion. 5 | 


1 Now, notwithſtanding hit Medium (p. 19.) it is mani- 


feſt, that herein he beg'd the Queſtion, according to his 
owsz Definition of the Phraſe, in the Margin, (p. 18.) viz. 
Taking that for granted, which ought tobe proved; becauſe, 


he would prove one Hypothelis, by another equally doubt- 


ful: If the Major remains dubious, much more the Mi- 
nor; for, thus the Point ſtands, according to his Way of 


arguing : 


They are in a State of Damnation, who are guilty of 


Idolatry. And | 
They are guilty of Idolatry who pay religious Worſhip 
to Chriſt, denying him to be God, and equal with the 
Father, „„ % 


Now Mr. Reynolds ought to prove, that the Perſons ſpo- 


ken of are guilty of Idolatry, notwithſtanding plain and paſi- 
rive Commands, aud Examples af Worſhip and Adoration paid 


him in Scripture, before he had pronounced 'fo-boldly of 


them. 


— - 


count (if we believe the Scriptures) be in great Danger; 


*4 


E 
them. This was one thing which made me neanſy. 
Whatever his own Sentiments concerning them may be, 
he might have left that to God and their own Conſcien- 
ces, as he would be thought to do, (p. 18.) In this Caſe, 
a Man ought to be very ſure that he has Truth on his fide, 
and be furniſhed with invincible Arguments to ſupport his 
Opinion. It is really ſhocking to any Perſon, who con- 
ſiders what Damnation means. The Similitude I uſed, 
he has turned into a Canterbury Story indeed: A Man's 
being egy rv miſſing the neareſt Way, and meet=- 
ing with ſome Difficulties in his Way, is conſiſtent 
with his getting thither; but who would ſuppoſe, a Per- 
ſon was deſigning for Canterbury, if he met him in the 
Weſtern Road from London? : 
I ſhould be very glad, if Mr. Reynolds would oblige 
the World with an Eſſay upon this Argument, and give 
us his Interpretation of Jeb. i. 6, When be bringeth in 
his firſt begotten into the World, he ſaith, and let all the 
Angels of God wor flip him; whether this does not refer 
to his Humanity, diſtinct from his Divine Nature. I ſhould 
be glad to know his . Thoughts. on another Queſtion: 
f Whether it was not intentional Murther, when Abrabam 
| would have offered up his Son ac, notwithſtanding the 
Command of God; it being contrary to the moral Law 
Written in his Heart, obligatory upon Man in Innocency, 
antecedent to Revelation. For my own part, I am no. 
more clear in one, than I am in the other: If nothing 
elſe can be objected againſt a Man, I ſhould be very loth : 
to exclude him from Chriſtian Communion, or pronounce 
him an Idolater, much leſs in a State of Damnation; 
and fartheſt, from expunging their Names out of the 
Chriſtian Roll, who cannotgo ſo far with me. Mr. Bax- 
ter could not be of this Opinion. Errors, which are 
not voluntary, either in themſelves, or in their antece- 
4 d dent Cauſes, are not Sins: Thoſe which are not volun- 
© tary, either by the Act, or by the Omiſſion of the Will, 
are no Sins: Thoſe which are unavoidable through a 
: 3 which is not moral, but natural, are no 
ins. * ä 
No Error is effectively damning, which turneth not 
_ © the Heart, or Will, in a predominant Degree from the 
Love of God, to the Love of the Creature; from 
© the, Love of Heaven and Holineſs, to the prevalent 
Love of Earth, and finful Pleaſure, Riches, and Ho- 
s nours, c. ; _— 
I think 


3 


Fr: © 
I think no Error can be effectively damning, which a 
© Man doth deſire to be delivered from at any Rate: When 
© he faithfully endeavours to come to the Knowledge of 
© the Truth, in the uſe of ſuch Means as God vouchſafes 
© him, that ſearcheth the SEripture with a Love to the 
Truth, and ſincerely prays to God for Illumination, 
and Practices what he already knows, God will hide no- 
* thing neceſlary to his Salvation from ſuch a Man, Charch 
28, 209. . 


Nor is the Reverend Mr. Watts of a contrary Senti-- 
ment, who tells us, in % Chriſtian Doctrine of the Tri- 
Wy p. 232. that, Since we find ſo great a Silence in 
* Ocripture of any expreſs Precepts or Patterns, of Prayer 
* or Praiſe, directed diſtinctly to the Perſoz of the Bleſſed 
Spirit, let us not bind iz upon our own Conſciences, 
© norupon ozhers, as a piece of neceſſary Worſhip ; but ra- 

© ther practiſe it occaſionally, as Prudence and Expedience 
_Reaer - | 
If any will ſearch into thoſe Things which are abſtruſe, as 
about the Divine Nature, or the 1 N of Chriſt, thats 
#hey may raiſe their Minds the higher, and draw them from 
Things Lek below, let them do ſo, provided, that every one | 
preſently be not compelled to believe what ſeems good to this 
or that Perſon. Let us not be aſhamed to auſwer to 
ſome Things, God knows how it may be done, it is ſufficient: 
for me to believe it is done.—— By theſe and other ſuch 
innumerable Diſputations, in which ſome triumph, the Minds 
of Men are called away from thoſe things which alone are to 
zhe Parpoſe. Grotius "4 Patrick. And Monſieur /e Clerc 
tells us, (p. 246.) That we ought to withdraw from that 
Society, where it will not be allowed us to ſpeak our own 
Opinions fairly aud modeſtly among them, and to forbear con- 
demuing thoſe, whom we think ought not to be condemned. 
And (p. 307.) This is the only thing which can juſtly be 
impoſed upon. Chriſtians, that they embrace what they think 
is contained in the new Teſtament, aud obey what they find 
is commanded, aud abſtain from what is forbidden If any 
thing farther be required of them, as neceſſary, it is without 
any Authority. ns | =: 

The next thing I am to conſider, is the Fizzeſs, or Apt- 
zeſs of Mr. Reynolds's Deductions from my Letters; (p. 19.) 
by which it may be ſeen, how much Pains he has taken to 
make me a dow#uright Hexetics, as the others, laſt ſpoken 
of, downright Idolaters : From whence (ſays. he) I rate 
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Notice how far this Perſon is come already, viz. ſo far, as 
20 aſſert, 15 e | 


1. The Doctrine of the] The Words are: I don't 

real! Godhead of Chriſtisof | think the Disbelief of the 
uo ſuch Importance, as it | © real proper N of our 
hath been generally reckon- © Saviour, and his Equality 
ed.— This (he ſays) he is | © with the Father is damm- 
willing any one ſhould know ; ng, if 77 mY Pray- 
Reyn. p. 19. | er, and a diligent Enquiry 
es ks I © after Truth. : I — — 
| ns I feſs the Truth of the Doc- 
1525 trine, but don't think the Be- 
| lief of it of /o great Import- 
| atice. = 


| Now the plain and natural Meaning of the Expreſſion 
is this: Though I do confeſs the Doctrine my ſelf, yet I 
don't think the Disbelief of it, as he had explained it in 
the Pulpit, (where he had pronounced theſe People dam- 
ned, to which my Letter refers). and ander the Limitati- 
on mentioned, is of ſo great Importance, as to affect a ſe- 
rious Enquirer”s eternal State: Iam willing any one ſhould 
know this. And I am perſuaded, my Sentiment upon the 
Importance of this Doctrine, this more agreeable to the gene- 
rality of Chriſtians, both in former, and the preſent Day, 
than Mr. Reynolds; they are not entirely ſimilar with his, 
nor do I defire they ſhould be, ſince herein he has gone off 
from the Opinion. of the beſt and wiſeſt Men. 
2. It follows from his My Words are: *Idon't 
» (Hawkins) way of Reaſon- 
ing, that they who ſhall de- * will reject any Man un- 
ny the Godhead of Chrilt, | © der the Goſpel, merely for 
need not be under any great © az unavoidable involuntary 
Concern, if Prayer and En- | © Miſtake. 
quiry after Truth, as he ex- | 
preſſes it, be not wanting. 
Reyna, p. 19. | | 


Herein I believe I have the Opinion of all the Reform- 
ed on my Side: We have recited Mr. Baxter's Opinion 
already, and now I ſhall borrow another Paſſage from 
the juſtly Eſteemed and Reverend Mr. Mats upon the 
Trinity, p. 242. 1 

1 * am 
* : | 


| © think the righteous Judge 
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ſing what he alrea 


n 
© am perſuaded therefore, that Faith in him (Chriſt) 
t as the Divine Meſſiab, or the all- ſufficient and appoint- 


© ed Saviour, is the rang. required in thoſe very Texts, 
6 


£ where he is called the Sox of God, and propos'd as ſuch 
© for the Object of our Belief: And that a Belief of the 
© natural, and eternal, and couſubſtantial wr of Chriſt 
© Zo God as a Father, was not made the neceſſary Term, or 
* Requiſite of Salvation, neither in thoſe Texts beforemen- 


© tioned, nor in any others; nor indeed, can I find it 


© aflerted, or revealed with ſo much Evidence in any part 


of the Word of God, as is neceſſary to make it a fun- 


© damental Article of my Faith. 


1 highly concerns every Man to endeavour to find out 
the Mind and Will of God in all Things, and to get as 


_ Clear and diſtinct a Knowledge thereof as he can, at the 


ſame Time de to God for Illumination, and practi- 
y knows; having done ſo, he has a- 
bundant Reaſon for Satisfaction in reflecting upon his 


Sincerity, thus evidenced, though he ſhould after all be in 


an Error; if not, I don't ſee ſufficient Ground of Com- 


fort, even for thoſe. zhat are in the Right, becauſe there 
is yet room for Doubt, whether they ate ſo or no; be- 


cauſe, though the Scriptures are infallible, yet zhere zs 4 
Mixture of the Reaſoning of fallible Men in collecting the 


Senſe of Scriptare. 


Befides, though Knowledge is in it ſelf the moſt de- 
lightful thing in the World, yet we are to uſe. Caution in 
our Purſuits after it: That we pry not into the Divine 
Secrets, as we certainly do, when our Enquiries extend 
farther than the Revelation: There are Bounds and Li- 
mits; as about Mount Sinai, beyond which it is at our 
Peril that we paſs. We ought to content our ſelves with 
that Degree of Knowledge, which is it for us in our Paſ- 
ſage State: The Tree of Knowledge was a dreadful- 
Tree to all the human Race: I am prone to believe, that 
there are not any two Perſons in the World, whoſe Sen- 
timents upon this Doctrine are entirely ſimilar; or that any 
one Perſon whatſoever, and who has dived deepeſt into 
it, can fully communicate his own Ideas. Then who 
are we to make our Thoughts a Standard? And where 
are we to reſt, as being certainly in the right, without any 
room to doubt? | 


3. Mr. 
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3. Mr. Reynolds makes | The manifeſt Senſe , of 
mme ſay, that to charge thoſe | my Words (mentioned be- 
with Idolatry who worſhip | fore,) is, that Mr. Reywolds 
Chriſt, though at the ſame | beg d ibe Queſtion, in at- 
Time they deny him to be | tempting to prove, thatthaſe 
God, is begging the Queſti- | are in a State of Damnati- 
on, Reyu. p. 19. pon who worſhip Chriſt, de- 
Here he has ſtated the nying him to be God equal 
aſe differently from what | with the Father, by a barely 
he had done before in his 1 aſerzing that they are guilty. . 
etter. | look downright Idolatry, Which 
* be needs as much Proof as the 
other. | . 


The Poſition it ſelf (that ſuch are guilty of Idolatry) 
abſtraQly conſidered, and independent of any Thing elle, 
is not begging the Queſtion: But to bring this (without 
firſt proving it) to eltabliſh another Hypotheſis, is plain> 
TIT | 5 „ OE TN 


4. He tells the World, I | The Expreſſions are in 
banter the Rights of the | my ſecond Letter, too long 
People, to know the Senſe |] to repeat here. = 
of their Miniſters touching 
Articles of Faith, Reyn..| 
- BEA. „ | 
How much like a Banter of the Rights of the People, others 
| muſt determine; but herein alſo I believe he will be alone 
in this Opinion. When I writ to him, I was not in aban-. 
tering Humour, nor intended any thing of that kind. If 
he will thus pervert my Wordt, and underſtand them in 4 
| Senſe diredHly contrary to their plain Meaning and my In- 
teution, I cannot help it. | "Is 
From the whole, it's very evident, that to be ſound 
or ſincere, in Mr. Reynolds's Opinion, is to think and act 
exactly to a Punctilio, as he does himſelf; and dangerous 
Work indeed, it is to contradict him. 4 Jo 
Mr. Reynolds having thus forged a ſet of Notions for: 
me, ſee his great Goodneſs in the uſe he makes of them. 
x. In favour of my ſelf: That is, to render me odious 
in the Eſteem of all good People; and the better to ſub- 
ſerve this End, he remarks in the Margin of, the oppo= 
fte Page (p. 18.) Hereby it is 2 he is gone off from the 


1 
— 


Doctrine 


1 * is © & 


. : 
is (43) 

Doctrine f all. the reformed Churches, &c. 2. In-favour 

of the young Mex: As if theſe were their Notions too; and 

ſo to make hem as obnoxious as. my felf: This he does by 

placing them in the middle of the Paſſages, collected out 

of the Letters. - From hence I tale Notice (ſays he) how 

far this Perſon is come already, Viz. So as to aſſert, &c. 

Immediately after he places theſe Words: I ſpeak the 

Senſe of atonfiderable Nambenof your People. What this, 

and the other Phraſes of the like Import refer d to, has 

been already fhewn. 3. In favour of Mr. Read. He tells 

us (p. 41.) that be, (Mr. Read) not only endeavoured to 

excuſe the abuſive manner of the Letters, as much as he war 
Able, but (which was Matter of the greateſt Grief) he ap- 

peared to me to conntenauce the Opinions advanced in then, 

which, I tale to be of dangerous Conſequence. . So (p. 65.) 
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Ia] he tells us, Mr. Read ſided with zho e who were under 
GP mining him, and by holding Opinions, which would by no 
Mi Meaus take with an boneft People, that, he thanks God, were 
. found to have too much Senſe, not to diſtera the Conſequen- 
54 ces of them. And (p. 46.) he ſays, Though he, (Mr. Rey- 
"3 nolds) believed Mr. Read was ignorant of the Letters, he 
( could not be clear in thinking be was ignorant of my Opini- 
Wt ons. By thefe Miſrepreſentations it's manifeſt, that Mr. , 
Us Reynolds, to apply his Words to our Caſe, (p. 6.) has 
bY  tnade it his chief Aim to blemiſh our Characters, and deprive 
76 21s of one of the greateſt Bleſſings in this World; I mean, 
174 that Share of Reputation aud (Intereſt we have had among 
"i 1 good, People, and which, through the Grace of God, we have 
wk een (and tn ſpite of all his Rage, hope we fhall be) helped 
8 1b maintain during our whole Lives, ' A {Mirror of undiſ- 
of guifed Plaineſs and Sincetit ? . 
al Thus having anſwered Mr. Reynoldrs Deductions from | 
fi the Letters, I paſs on to the Memorandum, fign'd by the 
me Gentlemen' of that Church, (p.'25.) that the World may 
f 3 judge how much Reaſon. there was for it: I fnall recite it 
155 It is agreed, that the two Letters, that Mr. James 
0 60 Haul More, and ſent to the Reverend Mr. Thomas 


ons, and unjuſt Reflections. | m 


And we are of Opinion, that the Reverend Mr., Reys. 
© zolds has behaved himſelf, as a faithful Miniſter of Jeſus 


: Chriſt, and as becomes the Gofpelin all Reſpects. 
. ; ; And 


„ And whereas, Mr. Reynalas did, with others of his 
Brethren at Sa/zers-Hall, ſubferibe to the frfb Article of 
the Church of England, and alſo zo the fifth and fixth 
Queſtions of: the Alſemblies Catechiſm, we whoſe Names 
* are underwritten, are fully ſatisfied with the Conduct of 
$ our. Paſtor. nd en STE Ih $37 8 ON OREN. 
The other. Memorandums (p. 26, 27.) are much the 


*% 


Fame, therefore: I ſhall examine them together. 


i Koen +4 

[ begin with the firſt Atticle; that the Letters do contain 
ſeveral falſe Aſpenſious, and unjuſt Keflectiant. In like man- 
ner Mr. Reynolds tells us, (p. 21.) that the Gentlemen 
gave their: Opinion of them as | falſe and ſcurri nut. And 
(p. 16.) after a few unconnected Paſſages, ſays, Il b 
other Parts. of his long Legter, are full of groſs. Alnſes on his 
Perſon, and Miniſtry.” - 1 A G01 fe 
:As I Aare to think freely for my ſelf, and write in my 
own Vindication, I dare alſo acknowledge a; Miſtake upon 
Con vict iu: Accordingly, upon a Review of the laſt Let- 
ter, though L do not at all-difown the Matter of the laſt 
Paragraph, yet I muſt own, the manner of the Expreſſi- 


on is too harſh: I might have delivered the Senſe in | 


- ſmoother Words. Wt ot 
But neither this, nor ay Other part of either Letter, 
can juſtify: his after Conduct, in which it is very obvious 
he vaſtly exceeded; nay, he was firſt in the Tranſgreſſion; 
nor came e ny of me in Wein e or however, 
being a young Man, he might have paſs'd it b ß. 
| Nakexta the Matter of the Expreſſion, Mr. Rey- 
olds muſt remember, how freely, and without Reſerve, I 


told him my Thoughts upon this Subject, ſeveral Years - | 


before the Quarrel at Salzers-Hall, at his own. Requeſt, in 
Hamlin's Coffee-Houſe; and though for theſe Reaſons I 
frequently abſented, I was not however willing to drop 
my. Relation to him, nor that People, with whom I had 
communicated for many Years. Nor. was this Practice 
peculiar to my ſelf; others, for the ſame Reaſons, acted 
in the ſame manner. It is with great Reluſtance I men- 
tion it, but Mr. Reynolds has put me under the Neceſſity, 
in my own-V indication, that ſeveral of the Gentlemen- 
Managers themſelves, have more than once expreſſed the 
ſame Things, before they were drawn into this Scrape. 
On thoſe very Accounts one of them ſaid, he had rather 
hear Mr. Read preach one Sermon, than Mr. Reynolds 
three: but I ſhall reſerve ms: Particulars W to 
ny 2 r. 


} 
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8 (34) 

Mr. Reynolavs ſecond Part; beſides, I would be as fa- 
vourableas I can. This ſuffices to ſupport the Matter of that 
Paragraph, they being Gentlemen of the beſt Senſe and Sub- 

ſtance, in his own Account; though, as I ſaid before, it 

ought to have been expreſt in ſmoother Terms';and yet theſe 
Gentlemen to a Man acquitted him, being able to teſtify the 

ex en from their own perſonal Knowledge However, . 

; | 
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30 under his Management, we ſee how far they went, even 

RY to ſign this Memorandum. %%% TT 
| IT ' Whether, and how far, the firſt Letter contained any FALSE k 
195 , Aſperſions, and UNJUST Reflections, the World muſt 

Tet judge, But I think I have fully ſupported the Allegati- 


ons, relating to his Reflections, and the Diſcompoſure of 
Mr. Reynolds's Mind in the Pulpit; ſo that hitherto the 
manner in which I treated him, was not unlike a Chri- 
ſtian, nor contrary to all the Laws of Decency, or the 
Relation there had been between us for a Courſe of many 
Years, Nor was the ſecond, TUO eee ee 
When it ſhall be conſidered in Relation, and as an An- 
ſwer to Mr. Reynolds's, which leads me to take a ſhort 
View of his Letters, beforel paſs on to the other Parts of 
the Memorandum in the Church-Book, viz. _ | 
1. The Diſagreeablexeſs of the Stile, diſcovering a great 
deal of ill Temper under a Diſguiſe. To conceal his Re- 
ſentment from common Obſervation, he has collected a 
Set of Expreſſions, which he ſeems very fond of: Such 
as theſe; I have uſed you TENDERLY and FRIENDLY ; yen 
know with what MILDNESS I have ALWAYS treated you; 
with none you may make MORE FREE; I have taken Care 
zo recommend a Spirit of MEEKNESS aud CHARITY ; I 
LOVE my People, and HAVE REASON ſo to do; I pray God 
you may read this Letter with the SAME CALMNESS OP 
TEMPER, with which I wrote it; I FORBEAR making any 
Remarks and Obſervations, which might not be PLEASING ) 
zo you: Not unlike the pretended Succeſſor of St. Peter, 
Fu as what follows reſembles his imperious Temper : For, 
5 at the ſame Time, he gives undeniable Proof of this, by 
perverting th@very End and Deſign of my Letter, direct- 
ly contrary to the plaineſt Meaning, and my Intention ; 
makes perſonal Reflections; attacks me in the moſt ſen- 
ſible Part, as going off from the Truth, and approaching 
the Enemy's Camp; contemns the Profeſſions of Affec- 
tion, and Tenders of Reſpects; diſdains the Freedom I 
took in giving him that Information, though in the moſt 


private manner; and after having modeſtiy given _ 
; ; the 
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* Lie, forbids me any more to trouble or interrupt 
2. His Way of arguing is as remarkable 3s his Stile; 
He puts me upon the Proof of the ſecret Springs of his 
Actions, ſuch which only God and his own Conſcience, 
at that Time, could know: I am not able to prove, that 
what dropt from him in the Pulpit, was wih Defign o 
_ Alienate his Peoples Affections from Mr. Read.” To 
prove that he had not thrown out any unjuſt Reflections 
on the Nonſubſcribers, he comes in with his (ifs and ands) 
If after the moſt expreſs Exceptions,” &. any will pervert 
his Words, &c. This is an intolerable Impoſition > Sm 
the Underſtandings of Mankind: It is not a direct Fal- 
ſity, becauſe of the Antecedent (if) But in his uſe of the 
Phraſe, it is no other; becanſe, by it he would have the 
World to believe, that when he was upon this Subject, 
he always made the moſt 2 Exceptions, and the clears 
eſt Explications, But theſe I never heard, nor many o 
thers ; and as we did not underſtand his Words in a Senſe 
directly contrary to their plain Meaning, and his Intention; 
ſo it is evident by their Actions afterward, that thoſe who 
were for Mr. Read's Ejectment, did not miſunderſtand 
him: How high his Reflections muſt tiſe to denominate 
them unjuſt (in his own Eſteem) I cannot determine. 
In the next Paragraph, he repeats much the ſame thing, 
but in more poſitive Terms. I confeſs, ſometimes he 
would expreſs himſelf more ambignouſly, ' guarding a- 
gainſt the ill Uſe that might be made of his Words, by 
thoſe he calls his Adverſaries; like the initial Letters in 
News-Papers, which though underſtood- by all the 
World beſides, a judge and Jury muſt not know their 
Meaning. / „ 8 | Wet Ot 32 464-84 EBT 
He then proceeds to the Vindication of what he had af- 
ſerted in the Pulpit (and repeats in the Narrative (p. 17.) 
concerning the Disbelief of the Doctrine, as has been 
mentioned, vi.) that it's damning; and ſo uſhers it in with 
an Explication of the Word, obvious at firſt Sight, to 
any Man, who gives not in to the Doctrine of yenial Sins: 
IJ ſuppoſe you mean of a damning Nature. 71 
. hen he puts my Orthodoxy to the Trial, by two en- 
ſnaring Queſtions, and without ſtaying for a Reply, an- 
ſwers for me in the Negative, and then pronounces me 
an Heretic. It is very odd, Mr. Reynolds ſhould allow 
himſelf in ſo much Freedom with the Characters of other 
Men, upon a bare Suppeſition (as in this Caſe) that they 
a | are 


„e | 
art of. a different Perſuaſion, This is leaving my, 'Ch4s 
rafter (with a Witneſs) zo be filled ap with all v —5— 
 Pances of Vileneſs, which an ill-natured Reader can ſuggeſt; 
And though ſtating the very Terms of a Man's Accepts 
ange with God, he produces neither Commiſſion nor E- 
vidence. I am Mo nen generally be allow- 
Fd except by Mr. R nds, and his People, that an A- 
greement among Brethren in any Doctrine, is conſiſtent 
aer 105 the Communion of Saints, and joint En- 
av ours to promote the Intereſt of Chriſt, and the Goo 
df Souls, without fixing the Character and State of thoſe 
a Who differ from us. I bat is it to me what this or that 
jw Man ſhall be, or do? Lord, wilt thou at this Time again 
99 veſtore the Kingdom to Iſrael, ſeems to have been of 
much greater Importance to the Diſciples; conſidering; 
how much their Heads tan upon a temporal Kingdom ot 
the Meſſiah; and on the contrary, that his mean adj ect 
Condition while here, with the ignominious Circum- 
ances of his Death, were, both to Jew and Gentile; 
and his own Diſciples too, the greateſt ſtumbling Block 
in the Way of their Acceptance of him. It might ſeem : 
even. neceſſary to ſatisfy. them i a Point, wherein their „ 
refent Comfort, and future Expectations were ſo, nearly | 
concerned: Beſides; ;the Cauſe in which theſe Enquirers 
had embark d, had already expoſed: them to the Malice 
And, Hatred of Earth, and Hell, and they had greater Suf: 
fe rings. yet in Proſpect for their Fidelity: But it was not 
= them to know. the Times and the Seaſons, which the: Her 
zher hath put in his own; Power; Now, had they been 
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ſet right, as to the Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom and Got 
pyernment, befgre he actually ſuffered, and the Way he 

was to enter upon it, that by dying he was to lead Captit 

vity captive, their Faith, and Hope, and FTruſt, had nor | 

met with ſuch dreadful Shocks as we find they did, when 

thoſe grand Events were brought to paſs; it had prevent- 

ed a great many anxious Thoughts, and gloomy Fears, 

which. their miſtaken Notions Occaſioned: We truſted 

this had been he, which ſhould:have redeemed Iſrael. Ex- 

cept I ſee in his Haude the priut of the Nails, &c. I will 

208, believe. Fin, if thou haſt born him hence, tell me where 

thou haſt laid him, and I will take him away. But we find 

our Lord always check'd ſuch: an inquiſitive Temper; 

And can Mr. Keywolis ſay, that his Queſtions are even of 

equal Importance with theſe mentioned? Surely not; 1 

would recommend Monſieur Je Clere's Preface 10 the 


Truth 
' 


* 


eee 
latter Part of which 1 Woögir td have tran(tribed.” For" 
my on part, J expect Salvation'in wo other Nane Na 
e e NEL Man lay, than that is laid, which. 
is. Feſus Chriſt. * If any Mai build Gold, Silver, or res 

4 


cious Stones upon the” true Foundation, Ixsus Cirnrsr® | 


and raiſe a glorious Superſtructure of Truth and Home 
neſs, he ſhall receive a Reward, anſwerable to his Skill 
and Care in Building; for hir York fhall ſtand, hen ik 
is zried by the Fire of the judgment Day: But if he 
build Wood, Hay, and Stubble "upo# it, evil Tnferetices* 
and corrupt Prat 


ices, or Trifles, fruitleſs Controyer=" 
ies, and idle Speculations, c. Bt Work fhall be burnt, 
and he ſhall ſuffer Lofs, fhall obtain a lefs Recompence' 
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oF. 1 120%, | 
: He 8 tells me, but with a M24 1 Grace, zha?t one 
main part of the Struggle was for the Liberty and Right 
which the People have by Scripture, andthe common Pfin- 
. of Reafh Zo be Teiefied of the Senſe, in which their 

inifters hold the Words of Scripture touching Articles of 
Faith. A very ſtrange and ſudden Alteration! Not ma- 


; ny Years. ago Complaint Was made to him, that he fel=" 5 


dom inſiſted upon the great Articles of our Faith, this 
Doctrine of the Trinity in particular. It cannot be out 


of Mr. Reynolds's Memory, upon what Account a Mem- 


ber of the Church left that OW Notwithſtanding the 
great Streſs he laid upon Pædo-Baptiſin, and the Com- 
fort derived thence, in Regard to the Children he had 
buried in theit Infancy, he however declineda Conference 


upon this Argument, notwithſtanding A gong 1 | 


tions. Now, Ithink, he many ſorrouful Inſtamces of late, 
of” Perſons being play'd upon by crafty Seducers, who have: 
privily crept in amongſi them, and deceived then, ought 

to have awakexed the Concern of this Shepherd, for a Lamb 
ef his Flock, which was to be treated according ro the. 
Reſult of ſuch a Conference, ſo that this Perſon was left 
expoſed to crafty Seducernr. n 


Who Mr. Reynolds means by theſe crafty Seducert, we 


may gather from the Drift of his Letters; that they are 
Perſons who think differently from nimielt upon this 
Doctrine of the Trizizy, the Perſons we have been all 
along ſpeaking of. But the Apoſtle Peter, 2 Epiſtie ii. . 
gives another Character of them. Bus there were falſe Pro- 
phets alſo among the People, even ar there ſball be falt 

r Teachers 


of his Labour. Warts Happineſs of ſeparate Spis 
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Teachers among you, who privily ſhall bring in damnabla 
Herefies, N Cc the 4 or 4 bot 15 them, and 
bring upon themſelves ſwift Deſtruction. And the Apoſtle 
| Jade farther explains who are meant by theſe Perſons, 
erſe 4. For there are certain Men crept in unawares, who 
were before of old ordained to this Condemnation, ungodly 
en, turning the Grace of our God into Laſciviouſueſs, and 
denyrng.- the only Lord God, and our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Now ſee how natural the Similitude is: How near the 
Reſemblance theſe we are ſpeaking of, though they ſhould. 
be found, to be of a peaceable Temper, inoffenſive in 
their, Lives, circumſpe& in their Behaviour, pious towards ö 
God, beneficent towards Men, though they deſire no-: 
thing more, than an entire Conformity to the Mind and 
Will of God, both in Heart and Life, uſe the Means 
for Knowledge, pray for Illumination, are ready and 
deſirous to recede from any Notion upon Conviction of 
_ a Miſtake, yet ſuch Men as theſe come under the ſame 
Denomination with the other, and they are to be lump'd 
together with z»godly Men, who turn the Grace of our 
Lord Feſas. Chriſt into Laſciviouſueſs, unfit for wot Sol 
Communion, downright Idolaters, yea, in a State of Dam- 
nation. But is it decent, or like the Chriſtian, thus to 
treat our fellow Chriſtians? Fellow Chriſtians, do I ſay? 
No; they are Aliens from the Common-Wealth of Iſrael, 
and have uo Hope; for, unſit for Chriſtian Coimmunion, 
they cannot be Chriſtians. Eſpecially, is it decent and be- 
coming; can it be a godly Zealto treat others in the ſame 
manner, only becauſe zhey cannot run the ſame Lengths? 
And what, if after all, Mr. Reynolds ſhould be miſtaken ? Is 
he the only Man that has arrived to a happy Certainty ? 
And have not theſe Men taken as much Pains in their 
Search after Truth as himſelf, and are as ſincere in their 
Enquiries ? All this while, Mr. Reynoldt is ſtruggling for 
Mey berry and Rights of the People; and zhoxgh he may 
judge of Men's Sins, he offers not to paſs a definitive Sen- ( 
zence upon any Man's State, but muſt leave that to God, as he 
has all along declared, (p. 57.) juſt as the Conſtitution Uni- 
genitus was recommended. „„ | 
If it might not be an Affront upon Mr. Reynolds, I 
would let him ſee how much he differs from His Mosr 
GRACIOUS MAESTY KING GEORGE, as he has conde- 
ſcended to expreſs his Sentiments to all the Proteſtant Can- 
ions in$witzerland,concerning the Formula Conſenſus, which 


has been ſo great an Obſtacle to the Reconciliation of the 
| | , Lutberan 


\ 


. © 
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1 
Lutherans with the Calviniſts. The Letter is as fol- 
lows, So. | 8 i | 


GEORGE, by the Grace of Cod, King of Great Bri | 


tain, Sc. 


To the illuſlrious and magnificent Lords, the Burgomaſters, 

Avoyers, Landmans, and Senators of the Evangelic Cau- 
tons of SWLISSER LAND, Zurich, Berne, Glaris, Baſil, 

Schafhauſen, Appenzel, St. Gall, Mulhauſen, and 

Bienne, our moſt Dear Friends, Greeting. 


Illuſtrious and magnificent Lords, our moſt dear Friends, 
(0 . dee the favourable Diſpoſitions, which you 
* manifeſted in your Letter of the 29 of Sep- 
© tember laſt, towards the Reuniting of all Proteſtants, 
© were very agreeable to us, being perſuaded that ſuch an 
© Union is not only conducive, but abſolutely neceſſary 
fdr their common Safety; yet we could not but be trou- 
© bled to find you ſo very much attached to that, which is 
© called the Formula Conſenſus, which is the Cauſe of ſo 
much Offence to the greateſt part of Proteſtants ; and 
© which has been aboliſhed, for that very Reaſon, even by 
© ſome of your Cantons. | | 
© It has grieved us to hear how many Troubles that 
< Formulary has been the Occaſion of, among your Peo- 
ple for ſome Years paſt, eſpecially in the Canton of 
Berne. And though the Moderation which you have 
© ſhewn, according to your known Prudence, towards 
© ſeveral very learned Paſtors and Profeſſors, by the man- 
ner in which you required their Subſcription, has in ſome 
< Meaſure eaſed their Conſciences, and that you have con- 
< tinued them in their Employs and their Churches, tho? 
they are of Sentiments different from the ſaid Formu- 
© lary; nevertheleſs we are informed, that they have (ti/l 
_ © Reaſon to be diſſatis fied, and that their Conſciences (till 
© ſuffer under ſome Conſtraint, from which they wiſh 
to be diſengaged. And confidering yeur Equity to all 
* your Subjects, they do not Deſpair of obtaining ſuch 
„Relief. This Freedom, which would be ſo advanta- 
© geous to your ſelves, and ſo agreeable to Us, is what 
© we cannot help recommending to you by this ſecond 
* Letter. Many of you have already given an Inſtance of 
© it, by no longer demanding a Subſcription to the ſaid 
7” 0 Formu- 
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Formulatly; and we could wiſh, that all the others too 
would require it no longer from their Subjects. 15 
* The Articles, which the ſaid Formulary determines, 
* are very obſcure in themſelves, and no way neceſtary to 
Salvation; as we have been aſſured unanimouſly by very 
learned Men, whom we have conſulted upon this Oc- 
* cafion. You your ſelves acknowledge, that there is a 
Ditference among you about the Method of enforcing. 
the ſaid Formulary; and yet this Difference does not 
* diminiſh that brotherly Love. which reigns among you. 
And ſuch is your Piety and Wiſdom, that you are a— 
* greed it would not be proper, that the ſaid Formulary 
* ſhould prove any Impediment to the great, and important 
©. Deſign of uniting the Churches, which is now on Foot 
© in Germany. This being ſo, you need only take one 
Step, in order to fulfil all our Wiſhes. What a ſmall 
© Matter we deſire of you, your ſelves ſhall judge. Tis 
© only, that you would pleaſe to have that Regard for the 
General Peace of the Churches, and for our Interceſſi- 
on, as not to require any more Subſcription to the ſdid 
« Formulary, and not to ſuffer any Body to be brought 
into Trouble upon that Account. In forming this Re- 
© ſolution, you will do a thing which will be very accept- 
© able to us, very much for your own Honour, and the 
Good of your Subjects: a thing which is 3 
© wiſhed for, by all who are truly concerned for the Re- 
« ligion of Proteſtants, and which can hurt no Body what- 
© ſovever. This is what we hope, and think we have 
'© Reaſon to expect, from your Friendſhip to us, your 
FPiety towards God, and your great Wiſdom. And we 
SY b on our part, in purſuance of our Zeal for the general 
44. Good of the Proteſtant Churches, ſhall neglect nothing 
ein our Power, to put a Stop to all Cauſes of Diviſion a- 
£ mong them, and to unite them together by the ſtricteſt 
© Bonds of Peace and Concord. May it pleaſe God to 
grant his Bleſſing upon our Endeavours, and your Inten- 8 
© tions; to defend the Proteſtant Religion againſt all the 
© Devices of its Enemies, and to render it every Day more 
© extenſive, and more flouriſhing, for his own Glory, and 
our Comfort. For the reſt we heartily recommend you, 
and all yours, to the Divine Protection. 
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Your good Friend, GEORGE R. 


Given at our Palace of St. James's, 
Feb. 10, 1723. in the Ninth Year | 

of our Reign. — 

| t's 


It's plain Mr. Reynolds is gone off from the Opinion 
of the wiſeſt and beſt of Nlen, both in Church and State. 

Having therefore received ſuch an evaſive and abuſive 
Letter, I cannot think I acted unlite a Chriſtian, and con- 
trary to the Obligations that ariſe from the Relation there 
had.'been between Us, and all the Laws of common De- 
cency to reply, and let him ſee, I was not ſo ſtupid as not 
to diſcern, either his rough Treatment, or his unfair Wa 
of arguing; being no more paſſive in the Church than I 
am in the State. s | 

But the diets ſuch a Letter from me was, it ſeems, 
dery remote from his Expectations. Therefore having du- 
ly weighed what I had ſaid, he thinks it to no purpoſe to 

enter farther into the Argument with me: Rather, having 
got Materials ſufficient for his Purpoſe, he cuts ſhorr, 
and ſpares himſelf any farther Trouble; tho? he is able, 
without much Difficulty, to give a Reply to every Particu- 
HE. :. 

What Regard he had to his Temper, and the Duty of his 
Function; what undiſguiſed Plainneſs and Sincerity he diſ- 
covered in his former Letter, has been already conſidered: 
But he gives a more glaring Demonſtration of it in this 

laſt. | 
* Notwithſtanding all he had ſaid to the contrary, I ſaw 
no Reaſon to alter my Sentiments: Therefore I am vor 
open to Conviction, but reſolved to perſiſt in Blindneſs and 
Ignorance. He then laments, to find me not onl 
going off from the Truth, but placing my ſelf in the Seat of 
zhe Scorners. Their Character is deſcribed in the firſt 
Pſalm, and 2 Pet. ii. 3, 6c. preceding the general Con- 
flagration Thus being palt feeling, he ſees no more 
left for him to do, than to thruſt me out of the Church: 
This he does in a very artful Manner, making it ſcem my 
own Act and Deed. When Matters are come to this paſs, my 
Capacity of doing you farther Service is loſt aud gone. And 


% 


fince you tell me, you think it your Duty to leave my Miniſ- 


try (tho? what you call your Duty ¶ take to be your Sin) yon 
do your ſelf hereby direct me henceforward to look |upon you, 
as one that hath withdrawn himſelf from under my Care. 
| _  T believe this will be thought, by every impartial Perſon, 
no ſmall Abuſe; ſince it's plain that my Intention in writ- 
ing was, that the Obſtructions to a more conſtant Atten- 
dance on his Miniſtry might be removed. And this ge- 
neral View runs through all the preceding Letters ; his as 
well as my own: And I very well remember, that of five 
| G 2 Lord's- 
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FF 
Lord's-Days, immediately before our Meeting in the 
Street, I had attended his Miniſtry three: And notwith- 
ſtanding frequent Abſence, with all Readineſs of Mind I 
continued my Encouragement to it, till his Clerk, by his 
own Order, refuſed any more. Ss | 

But tho? it was himſelf that was driving me away from 
the Weigb.-houſe, the Guilt is at my Door in the Parenthe- 
ſis. Now this might ſerve two Ends; the one to ſtrike 
upon my ews Fears; not altogether unlike thoſe, who ſay 
20 our Souls bow down that we may go over; and then to 
intimidate the reſt of the People, the more effectually to 
ſecure them in his Schemes, when they ſhould read them- 
ſelves, or hear theſe Letters read to them. Mr. Reynolds 
muſt remember, that 'none of his People were more con- 
ſtant in their Attendance than my ſelf; that it was other- 
| Wiſe afterward, was intirely owing to himſelf, eſpecially 
ſince the Sallers-hall Affair; after which he was continu- 
ally pelting he Nonſubſcribers from the Pulpit, which, 1 
am not afraid to ſay, was very prophane, and a pervert- 
ing the End of ſolemn Ordinances *. Thoſe that like it, 

much Good may it do them: I thank God, I now breath 
in a freer Air, and can hear the great I ruths of the Goſ- 
pel explained and enforced, without any Mixture of Pat- 
fion or Reſentment. | | 5 

Thus I have anſwered the firſt Paragraph in the Me- 
morandum, and ſhewed how ill grounded the Charge of 
falſe Aſperſions, and unjuſt Nefloctious upon my Letters is; 
having conſidered them in Relation, and as an Anſwer 
to Mr. Reynolds. I ſhall be ſhorter upon the £35, 

2. That Mr. Reynolds has in ALL THIN GS behaved 
himſelf, as a faithful Miniſter of Feſus Chriſt, and as n E- 
COMES he Goſpel. I anſwer: Neither himſelf, nor 
them, in cenſuring me, and diſiniſſing Mr, Read without 
'a Hearing. And then the | 
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*Exotius exhorting to mutual Concord, which, as Patrick tells us, Chriſt 
at his Departwre fo ſulenwly, and with ſuch Earneſtneſs commanded unto his Di{- 
ciples, thus he exprefles himſelt: If any do not fo well conceive and rightly an- 
gerſtand all things as they ought, then their Wearneſs muſt be korn with, that 
Jo without any Brawlings or Falliugs out, they may be ſweetly united and knit to- 
gether with ns. If any do excel the reſt in Underſtanding, it is but meet alſs that 

they ſurpaſs them in Love, in holy Affecti ns aud Eideavonrsto do them good. And 
as for ſuch whe, in ſome Points, are of different Opinion from ſuch who hold the Truth; 
Geda's Leiſure muſt be waited for, until it pleaſes him to reveal the fame truth 
that yet lies hid from them, And in the mean while, thoſe things whith ave agreed 
r muſt be ſtedfaſily kept and arly tractiſed. We know now in fart inly, but 
the time ſhall come when all things ſhall be known moſs plainly, and after a perſpi- 
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© 3. Third and laſt Part of the Memorandum was altogether 
needleſs and inſignificant, had there been no other De- 
ſign in all this, than barely to cenſure my Letters; as has 
been already obſerved: Becauſe in them, I not only vo- 
luntarily declared my Belief in the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
but in favour of Mr. Reynolds ſubſcribing he Roll. No- 
thing is more apparent, than that it was his Deſign in all this 
to exaſperate the Gentlemen againſt me, and infenfibly 
liſt them in a Party. Notwitſtanding all his Aſſeveration, 
which I bluſh at, I muſt believe according to Evidence; 
as I hear and as I ſee, if I had the Uſe of either of thoſe 
Senſes. One of the Committee, not yet referred to, told 
me, that in ſubſcribing at Salters-Hlall, the Miniſters a&- 
ed contrary to their avowed Principles, as Diſſenters; 
and that himſelf ated contrary to his own Judgment, in 
figning this Memorandum, and his ſo doing, was through 
ſear of being ſuſpe&ed himſelf. But, Sir, will you build. 
your own Reputation upon the Ruins of another? He 
anſwered, that it was in Complaiſance to Mr. Reynolds, 
but was ſorry for it. And no Wonder, for they ſaw it 
under Mr. Reyzolds's Hand, that 20 withdraw from his 
Miniſtry, was a Sin of Commiſſion; and with equal Juſtice 
they might infer, that it would be a Sin of Omiſſios not 
to engage in his Schemes. Thus, when we would 
© exert our Zeal for God on Earth, how many corrupt 
Affections mix with that Zeal, and ſpoil it! Dead Flies, 
(that cauſe that noble Ointment to ſend forth a ſtinking 
« Savour | How much of Self and Pride, and vain Am- 
© bition, too often mingle with our Deſires to ſerve 
© Chriſt and his Goſpel! Some have preached Chriſt out 
of Envy, or vain Glory; and a mixture of thoſe Vices 
© may taint our pious Miniſtrations. When we ſeem to 
drive furiouſly like Fehx, to the Deſtruction of the 
© Prieſts, and the Worſhip of Baal, too often the Wild- 
fire of our Luſts and Paſſions, our Envy and Wrath, 
© and ſecret Revenge join together to animate our Cha- 
£ riot Wheels: When we are ready to ſay with him, 
© Come and ſee my Leal for the Lord; perhaps God Eſpies 
in our Hearts too much of the ſame carnal Mixture 3 
for Feha exalted the true God, that he might eſtabliſh 
* himſelf a King. Watts's Happineſs, p. 83. 
I ſhall not examine all the little Stories inſerted by Mr. 
Reynolds, as falſe Reports in favour of Mr. Read, or my 
ſelf, in his fourth Section; but only the following, leſt he 
ſhould think himſelf flighted, in paſſing over twenty two 

Pages at once. 


Were 
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Were I to imitatehis Example, in collecting and pub- 
liching all the falſe Reports, that have been induſtriouf] 
infuſed concerning us, to render our Perſons, and th 
Cauſe we have been engaged in, contemptible and vile, 
with the hard Speeches of ſome particular Perſons, I 
ſhould fully double the Number of Sheets, and it is too 
mean in it ſelf; Neither tell ye it in GATH, nor publiſh it 
n the Streets of ASKELON. ' eta | 

He begins this fourth Section, with the Character of 
Mr. Read, and others, who have adhered to him, not 
very decent or becoming, either the Gentleman or the 
Miniſter. (p. 53.) And if of about three hundred Communi- 
cants, ten or twelve ſpould be DELUDED, and led away 
(zhough ] ought to be very ſorry for it, yet) my ADVERSA- 
RIES bade m0 great Reaſon to boaſt. This is as modeſtly 
propos'd as the Argument, (p. 6.) and of a piece with the 
Compariſon he draws between himſelf, Mr. Read, and 
his other Aſſiſtants (p. 56.) where he is boaſting of the 
Number of his Audience, and their good Sex/e and Faſhi- 
on. I do not envy him his Numbers, nor his ſucceſsful 
Enterpriſe. Bare Numbers and Succeſs, are no Argu- 
ments of the Juſtice of any Cauſe. The belt conſtituted 
Society in the World, may be ſubverted after the ſame 
manner, and the Managers have as much Reaſon to boaſt. 
It is indeed ſurpriſing, that ſo great a Majority ſhould 
conſent to part with Mr. Read in ſuch a Way, and upon 
ſo trivial an Occaſion; conſidering how he had preached 
and walked amongſt us: But the Surpriſe ceaſes, when we 
view the Meaſures which were taken. Beſides, there are 
ſome People, even among Diſſenters, that think different 

Sentiments from their Miniſters, even in minute Points, 
inconſiſtent with Safety, and that in following their Dictates 

they can never err: A fixed Countenance, and an aw- 
ful Addreſs, have more Force than a thouſand Argu- 
ments. It's not very eaſy to diſcern the Artifice. 
With as much Juſtice might we return the Deluſion 
on the other ſide, were it fitting: We have acted agree- 
ably to our Judgment, in aſſerting our own Rights, and 
Liberty, both as Men and Chriſtians, and in vindicating 
evroug'd Innocence, which we think as much our Duty, 
as any other part of Religion; and though we have left 
Mr. Reyzolds's Society, we have not left our Principles 
behind us: We proteſt againſt Libertiniſm and Impoſiti- 
on at the ſame Time. Nor is our Faith in the Doctrine 
of the Trinity, as it is generally received, at all diminiſh- 
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ed, but confirm'd; and for this we muſt own our Obli- 


gations to Mr. Read. | : | 

Should the Story be related, (p. 54.) it would be for 
Mr. Reynolds's Diſhonour ; the Perſon having as publickly 
retracted, as he related; one fingle Circumſtance ozly in 
Mr. Read's Ejectment, wherein he was miſtaken. This 
was no Diſcredit to him, nor would it be to Mr. Ræynolde, 
if he followed his Example: I am ſure there is a great 
deal of room for it. | | ORD 
He concludes this Section in the ſame Stile and Air, 
with which he begins it, (p. 71.) After a ſolemn . 
to God, he thus goes on towards a Cloſe ; ſ% that I may 
be bold to -ſay, and ] ſay it once for all, that if any thing 


ſhall be offered to invalidate what I have here publiſhed, it 


muſt be only in ſhew, by making new Complaints, and 
aamping up freſh Stories, foreign to the Point in Hand (as 
I have heard of one, which if ever they produce, I am ca- 
pable of anſwering, not to their Advantage) or elſe if it be 
inconſiſtent with, or contrary to this Account, it will be © 
downright Falſhood, or mere Colluſion and Artiſice. Thus 
he — * gives the Lye to every Body, that thinks he 
has miſtaken ſome FaQs, and precludes all that may, or 
can be ſaid to the contrary : He is not liable to be miſta- 
ken himſelf, nor capable of deceiving others : Such has 
been his ſingular Veracity and Integrity throughout this 
whole Affair. But be this as it will, let us ſee who dare 
to contradict him. | | . 

- And now, after all this Noiſe and Pother, were we 


to take a Review, what would be the Amount? What 


was it that gave Mr. Reynolds ſo much Diſguſt and Un- 
eaſineſs, which, F any thing, ought to awaken bis Concern'® 
(p. 20.) What was it, that put him and the Congregati- 


on into ſuch a Ferment (p. 99.) and which their Zeal has 


been exerted about? 5 8 

Why: It ſeems, one, who had been a Member af that. 
Church almoſt ſixteen Years, had the Boldneſs to inform 
Mr. Reynolds, in the moſt private manner, that himſelf, 
and others of that Society, were offended at the Reflec- 
tions he was pleaſed to throw upon the whole Body of 
the Nonſubſcribers ; and to the end, that his own Uſe- 
fulneſs, and the Peace of the Congregation might be pre- 
ſerved, wired, that no more of that Nature might come 
from the Pulpit. Farther, thinking Mr. Reynolds made 
an unkind Uſe and Return for this intended Service, he 
ventured alſo to vindicate himſelf from the Abate 
| | EE, | | thrown 
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thrown upon him. And laſtly, not daring to join with 


Mr. Reynolds, in fixing the Character and State of ſuch, 
who may not have the ſame Ideas of the Docttine of 
the Bleſſed Trinity with our ſelves, as if they were really 


unſit for Chriſtian Communion, downright Idolaters, aud 


in 4 State of Damnation. SE 
This has taken up ſo much of their Time and 
Thoughts; for this have they had ſo many Meetings and 


Debates ; for this have they been pleaſed to cenſure me; 
declared me alſo unfit for Chriſtian Communion ;- thruſt ' 


me out of the Society; diſallowed me the Liberty of 


pleading my own Cauſe; ranked me amongſt Hereticks, and 


placed me in the Seat of the Scorners. For aſſerting our 
own Rights and Liberties; for vindicating the injured and 
oppreſſed, Mr. Reynolds has formed us into Cabals, Con- 
federacies, egregious Diſciples of Liberty, falſe Accuſers, 
Malecontents, malevolent and wicked Spirits, and the 
like: One would think, Mr. Reyzo/ds had been plunder- 
ing the Dictionary for a Variety of Epithets; nor are 


theſe the worſt I yet expect from that Quarter. Butnone 


of theſe things move me: I can paſs through bad Report, 


as well as good Report, and am reſolved firmly to adhere 


to the Cauſe of Truth, and Equity, as long as I appre- 
hend they are on my ſide ; if convinced I am in the wrong, 
will readily give up the Cauſe in part, or in whole. At 
preſent I am of a contrary Opinion, and therefore 


I congratulate Mr. Reynolds, and the reſt of the Gen- 
tlemen, upon the new Light they have been favoured with, 
beyond what I can diſcern from Moſes, and the Prophets, 
Chriſt, or his Apoſtles.*; and yet I cannot fee how Mr. 


Reynolds caz poſſibly clear himſelf of Fault, ſeeing he ran 


himſelf and others into great Inconveniences, diſturbed the 
Peace of the Church, aud gave Occaſion of Scandal upon 
fo frivolous a Pretence f. +4 
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*All that differed in their Opinions with the Saſety of Piety, were patiently 
folerated by the Apoſiles, Grotius. B. 3. S. 10. 


+ Mahometiſm, and Popery, each took their Riſe from the great Decay of 


trae P:ety, and the vain Fanglings that fell out among Chriſtians, by employing 


their Time in curious Queſtions. And, as at the beginning, the greateſt Miſchiefs 


Nued upon the preferring the Tree of Knowledge, before the Tree of Life; even ſo 


hen alſo» was curious Learning more regarded than a godly Life, and Religion 


turn d into an Art, which made the Vulgar, at laſt; not know what to believe, and 

co lay the Fault upon the Scriptures, nay, to avoid them, as hurtful and dan- 

geroms; and then it was eaſy to lead them any whither, when they had forſaken 

the Light which ſhewed them the Way: They began alſo to place Religion, not ins 

Parity of Mind, but in Rights and Ceremonies, and to content themſelves in fuck 

Things: as ſerved rather to exerciſe the Body, than amend the Soul. [ a 
; mu 
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I muſt however beg leave to differ from them all. I 
had an indiſputable Right to ſend Mr. Reynolds that In- 
formation; and as to the Queſtions themſelves, at beſt 
they are of doubtſul Diſputation, and fince the Scriptures 
do not determine them, I am content to be ignorant or 

miſtaken, and ſhould think it Aſſuming and Arrogance 
in me to make them, eſpecially, a Teſt of a Miniſter's 
Fitneſs for the miniſterial. Office, or a Chriſtian's right 
to Communion. And 1 believe, herein, I have the whole 
Bible on my fide, and the concurrent Teſtimony of the 
beſt, and wiſeſt Men. For, if the Apoſtles inſpired, and 
Jo far infullible, allowed Chriſtians to differ from zhem,. 
even in things, wherein themſelves had determined, much 
more may Chriſtians in our Times, during the preſent, 
State of Infirmity and Weakneſs : If not, I cannot ſee, 
for what Ends the Apoſtles, or the Holy Ghoſt, by. whom. 
they were inſpired, left upon Record ſuch a Variety of 
Directions, Warnings, and Cautions, fox our Conduct in 
ſuch Matters. Agreeable to our preſent Purpoſe, is that 
admirable Obſervation, with which the Reverend DoRor 
Calamy concludes his Argument, for ſpeaking the Truth, 
in Love, vis. But I cannot conclude (ſays he) with 


out obſerving, how common it has been in the Chri- 


* ſtian World, for Perſons out of a prepoſterous. Zeal, 
* ora Deſire of Dominion, or even a vain Fear of giv- 
ing way to Innovations in Religion, to inveigh again(t. 
© others with bitter Hatred, and diſown them as Bre- 
* thren upon ſlight Occaſions. Ever ſince the Weſtern 
fell out with the Eaſtern Church avout the Day of keep- 
ing Eaſter, to that Degree, as to anathematize them, 
has this uncharitable Temper ſtrangely prevailed, though 
© it has been really unaccountable. „ | 
When a Gangrene ſeizes any part of our Bodies, tis 
© agreed, that Neceſſity requires itſhould be cut off with- 
out Pity, left the Malady ſhould ſpread farther, and 
prove mortal. But ſuppoſe there ſhould be any little 
_ © Swelling or Protuberance in the outer Skin, or a Sore 
© that is not deep, and hinders not the Spirits from flow-, . 
ing down to the Part affected, for any one preſently to 
be for diſmembring, would be rather to act the Part 
of an Execationer, than a skilful Surgeon. | 
But tneſe Gentlemen were ſo well ſatisfied in their 
late Conduct, that hereupon Mr. Reynolds tells us (p. 48.) 
Many rejoiced, blefſing God to find this troubleſome. Affair 
¶/ued with ſo much U Er and comforted and . 
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wed one another. How far the Zeal of ſome might tran- 
ſport them, I will not ſay; but others have thought ie 


one of the worſt Actions of their Lives, and went away 


lamenting that they had been engaged in ſuch dark Work, 
and had bereaved themſelves of the excellent Mr. Read. 


How different has their Conduct been from the Spirit 


and Genius of the bleſt above, as Mr. Watts expreſſes it 

in his Happineſs of ſeparate Spirits, (p. 143.) lt is not 
_ © improper or unpleaſant, to ſuppoſe,. that among the 
< reſt of their celeſtial Conferences, they ſhall ſhew each 
© other the fair and eaſy Solution of thoſe D:fhcxlties, and 
deep Problems in Divinity, Which had exerciſed and per- 
© plexed them here on Earth, and divided them into. lit- 
* tle angry Parties. They ſhall look back with holy 


Shame on ſome of their learned aud ſenſeleſs Diſtiucti- 


ont, and be ready ro wonder ſometimes, what Trefles 
© and Impertinencies had engag'd them in dark and furi- 
© ous Diiputes. And may they not alſo be ſuppoſed to 


bluſh, when they reflect, how ſadly they perverted the 


wiſe Deſigns of Providence, in permitting Diverſity of 


Opinions and Sentiments, to afford us an Occafion for 


the Exerciſe of that Branch in "Chriſtian Charity, which 
has no place, but in our World; I mean, mutual For- 
bearance? „„ FE; 7, 
Thus we fee, what manner of Spirits ſome. Men are of 
awhile here, even good Men themſelves: We find ſome- 
what of this Temper lurking among the Diſciples, when 
they were diſpating by the Way. How fond are ſome 
Men of Domination, how impatient of the leaſt Contra- 
diction, tenacious of their own private Opinions, jealous 


of their own Intereſt, and Merit, and how diſhonour- 


ably they will act to ſecure them! | 
When Matters come to this pafs, it is high time for 
the Laity ro exert themſelves, in oppaling their exorbitant 
Claims; and it is the more needful, when under a Co- 
lour of ſtruggliug for the Rights of the People, they are 
ſapping the very Foundations upon which we diſſent, ei- 
ther tram the Church of Rome, or the Charchof England + 
And hereby they forfeit that Reſpect, which other wiſe is 
A | f 
And will Mr. Reynolds diſown this to be the preſent 
Caſe? What then 'has kindled his Reſentments againft my 
ſelf, and diffuſed it through the whole Church)?! 
But WHy am I to be thus treated? And why may I not 
allow others the ſame” Liberty to think and chuſe fog 
themielyes, which J claim rom them , without 3 


N 
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their Character and State? Were it w:#hin' he Laws of 
£ common Decency, I would tell Mr. Reynolds, that they. are 
G nnworthy of a Toleration themſelves, that will not allow 
it to others. 75 * 
J am not to ſacrifice what I apprehend to be Truth to 
the Humour of any Man: Nor arethey.  __, © 
It is by a Regard to this Iam to ſtand, or fall at laſt; 2 
it is with them; otherwiſe my Bible will be of no uſe to 
me, but in a ſecondary 953 in the Hands of a fallible 
Creatute, as well as my ſelf. „ 
Fam commanded to try all things by the Scripture- 
Rule; to appeal to the Law, and to the Teſtimony, as the 
dernier Reſors: So are they. C3 Err 
This is the preſcribed Way, by which alone I may. hope 
to come to the Knowledge of the Truth : So it is with 
them, Ads xvii. 17. and becauſe preſcribed, the moſt - 
likely Way to obtain the Divine Acceptance, and ſucceed 
in our Enquiries. _ _ „„ RE 
For this very End I had my Reaſon and Underſtanding *©_ 
given me: So had they. e i 
An .:mplicit Faith is z»worthy of a reaſonable Creature; < 
N N unſuitable to the Diſpenſation we are under; and in many 
= Reſpects dangerous. EN „ 
T hat cannot be called Religion, which is not the Re- 
ſult of Judgment and Choice; nor is it poſſible for any 
Man to believe as he pleaſes; nor need we fear any fatal 
| Miſtakes from our. Enquiries . The Fxndamentals of 
the Chriſtian Religion lie within a very narrow Compaſs: 
The high Road to Salvation, in Goſpel-Times, is de- 
| ſcribed by the Prophet, to be ſuch, as that the Way- - 
fareing Man, though a Fool, ſhall not err therein f. 
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j { T *I we faithfully adhere to the Seriptaires, there it this for our Enconr 


ment; that thongh we ſhould miſtake in the Senſe of Scripture, yet t | 
that if we, with honeſt and npright Hearts, continue to enquire after 
(deſigning nothing elſe) that Error ſhall not prejudice ms; but God 
- diſtover ts us his Mind, or not condemn us for our Error, - Weakneſss, 
 Wilfalneſs, See Patrick's Grotius p. 225. and p. 227. | i 
Truth with a godly Mind, fhall nov dangeronſly err, And p. 238. If we 
to entertain an erroneons Opinion, grounded as we think upon ſome Place I 
Scripture, it is implicitly retracted and condemned by our precedent, full and F: 
entire Aſſent to all Things contained. in the Scriptures, and our. general Reſo- WE. 
lation to hold nothing contrary to them, nor admit any thing as — to Sau 
tion that cannot be proved by them. © £ Wo ; 
Þ+ God does not invite us to Happineſs through difficult Queſtions, nor conſeund 
us with the various Sorts of Eloquence, Eternity is plain and eaſy to us; and 2 
to believe that God raiſed up Jeſs from the Dead, and to confeſs him tobe Lord, S 
Patrick from Hilary. But while humane. Things are equalized with Divine, and FO 
doubt ful Things equall'd with.theſe that are certain there can be no end of Con- 
tention, no Hopes of Peace. | | 5 
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Had it not been for the Liberty of private Fudgimewty/ 


what had become of the Reformation? Nay, Chriſtiani-- 


ty it ſelf had become an Abortive. Have any of ibe Rn: 
lers believed on him, was an antient Enquiry? and as for, 


this Sed, we know that it's every 'where ſpoken againſt. 


t it's ſurpriſing to find ſo near a Reſemblance to this 
emper amonglt Proteſtant Diſſenters, that any of them 


mould be ſo fond of their own private Interpretations, 5 


as to make them a Teſt of Perſons 1 N F 
is par duct of the Seribes' 
and Phariſees; having nothing whereof to accuſe out 
Saviour, they ſought to trepan him by a parcel of capti-" 
ous and enſnaring Queſtions, that they might miſrepreſent 


him to the unthjnking People, as a Blaſphemer, a ſedi- 


trons Perſon, and a Friend to Publicaus and Sinners. The 
Innocency of his Life, and the Uſefulneſs of his Mini- 
ſtry; gain'd the Admiration of thoſe that heard him; there= 
fore, it was high Time to ſilence him, leſt all Men ſhould 
run after him, and pay more Reſpect to him, than to 
themſelves, Mat. xxii. . PG ST 4 
To cloſe: For my own part, I pretend to be of no 
other Party or Denomination «s ſ#ch, than that of Chriſt, 
in whom the whole Family, both in Heaven and Earth are. 
z#amed; nor confine my Affections to any one Set of 
Chriſtians whatſoever, but extend them to all thoſe, who 
in every Place, or however diſtinguiſped, call upon the: 
ame of the Lord Jeſus, both: their Lord and ours, 


And | 3 1 23 
I ſtill have a pleaſing Remembrance of the Advantage 


I formerly enjoyed under Mr. Reynolds; and ſhall be rea- 


dy, upon any proper Occaſions, to expreſs it. 1 pay a 
e the Doctrine of the ſacred Three, in 
the ever bleſſed Godhead, as generally held by Pro- 
teſtants, being what I. apprehend moſt agreeable to the 
Seriptytes and ſatisfactory to my ſelf, and can in pub- 
lick and private Worſhip uſe the Words of the Article, 
and Anſwers: Vet nothing can give me more Pain and 
Uneafineſs, than an uncharitable: Diſpoſition towards o- 
thers, who may not be exactly in the fame Opinion, if“ 
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